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Eaders,T his Treatiſc is 4 ſftreame made 
up of ſeveral! |; rings, If you will ſee 
the fountaines, Read v>lcydan inthe 
fift and tenth books, lohannes Herel- 
bachius, Antoni:s Sorvinus and Lambertus 
Hortenſins ; who howe written treatiſes of that 


ſubjc& : the laſt being exaEi about the troubles of 


the ow-Comntries, as John Gaſtio zs for thoſe of 
Smit zcrland. Guy de Bres hath ſpent a great 
deale of good labour, in deſcribing end confuting 
that ſeft : And ſo bath Bullinger, who hath writ- 
tentbeir Hiftory. and confuted their Dofirine. I 
| leave out Miſſorcius, who being 8 Jeſuite,ſecketh 
to diſgrace the Proteſtants with the tenets_and a- 
Gions of the Anabaptiſts. Many worthy Divin es 


bave —_ genſt their bereſtes : The chiefeft 
are Luther, Melanchton,Cal vin, Decolampadi- 


us, Bullinger, Lavaterus «xd Vriinus. 
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CH AQ. I. 
The diſpoſition of the people that embraced Anabaptiſme: 
The Reformed Religion cleared from any ſociety wich it, 


S ina hot Summer day,many times there 
rifeth a great miſt witi the Sun-riſing, 
the" like comes to paſle at the riſing of 
, the Snnof Righteouſneſle. ' Since the: 
"mM "= dayes of the Apoſtles, that Sunne never 
ſhone with more brightneſle and vigour than in L- 
thers beginnings ; but 1t ſeemeth that this very 
ſtrength of -the Sur-ſhine of wuth which diſp2lled 
the darke night of Popery, raiſed the foule miſt of 
eAnabaptiſme; which Filter offe& muſt not be aſcri- 
ved to the nature of the Truth, but to the indiſpoſiti- 
rion of the ſeverall ſubjeQts not capable to receive its: 


tor where the Goſpell mecterh-with the ornament of ena 
a mezt anJ quiet ſp:ric (which yet is the worke of T 
Grace, not Nature) it arftenlightnerh the underſtan- MR 


ding,and then ſweetly perſwadeth the will and war- 
meth the affeQions ; but mecting with weake and tur-: 
oulent natures,whoſe judgement is all paſſion, it fills 


_ them 
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rhem with a wild zeale,and that precious liquor turns 
neo. vitegar deing powred ito ſuci uncleahe veſſels. 
his was ſcene in t';e common people of Germany, 
LowC-onntries and Switzerland, whole ſou'es were as 
courſe, ax-thcir condition : for no ſooner had Luther 
andZ uing!im began roÞreact: the true reformed Goſ- 
pel,-ut the pcople made to themſelves 2 new Goſpel of 
licentiouſnefle and rebellion, which produced ſuch fu- 
rious cffgctst Es by was itke to-have _ pled the true 
Goſpel! in adle: And it ſenedaha God angry 
at the wiltull blindneſle of the world,thar loved dark- 
neſſe better than ligh:r,had prepafed a worme ro ſtrike 
tht Gourd, the next day after her ſudden happy r1- 


{in 

"Bur God would hot ſuffer the good to be overcome 
with ev1]';bur overcame the cvill with good; for ef- 
nabaptiſme laſted 1or in his ſtrength above ten yeares, 
and ever ſince harh been only Cunning: 1n obicure 
corne*s, like a waſpe that has Joſt its reas 
rhe true Reformed Religion, norwirhſta ding the 
m2ny perſecutions of the world and all che crafrof 
Satan, ſcemerh to ger life by her wounds, and hath gi- 
ven to the tomiſh beaf rhat deadly blow, of which (I 
cruſt inGod)ſhe ſhall bleed till ſhe yehiere lateri le- 

thals« arunad. 

Bur becauſe rhe Papeſts ſhall not af: Tibe(as they uſe 
to do) thoſe faions and rebe]lions to the Reformar- 
on, it will be requiſite to obſerve what were the di{- 
poſitions ofthe commons of High and: Low Germany, 
2 litle before ' Luther began to oppoſe the Pope 

 Trithemiu Abb, rbeganoop in his Cl: ke of 
the yeare 1503, relateth, that in that yeare aroſe 1 
ereat (edition of Peaſants abour Jroxeles, which be he 


caller Liga Sotularis ;. They were 4worne to theſe 
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Articles, to ſhake off the yokeot all Higher Powers, 
and get libercy by force of - Arms like the Surtzery ; 
To pull down all M:giſtrates,and kill all that ſhould 
ſtand againft chem ; To ſeize on che City of Brexels, 
and invade the M irquiſat of Baden, Tao ſeize on all 
thereven:ues of Moiſt -ries, Churches and Clerzy- 
men 3 To ſtay 10 where above 24 houres, but go for- 
ward ſtill, till they had brouzht miny Countrye to 
their ſociery ; To piy no more cythes, nor Lords 
rents, nor tribuces. Whoſoever was received into 
that League, wawto (2y fiverim's a diy on lis knees a 
Pater, and an eAve,for the good ſucceſlc of their en- 
terpriſe; andcheir wordof cognifc ince was the Yrs 17 
Mary and Saint Tohzt'\e Evangeliſt. But char League 
wen bur a little way,being timely ſtopr, and the Au- 
thors put ro death by Max:imiliantheir Prince.Com- 
pire theſe Articles with thoſe of the Ansbaptiſts 30 
yezres after in the ſam* Country, you ſhall,find them 
the ſame, and both varaiſhed over with Religion : 
Al rhe difference was that the Sotelar:ans kept intheir 
old hereſfie, andthe «Anabaptifts broched a new one : 
I hope the Pepiſfts will not impute that ſedirion to the 
Reformation, no more than the enraged rebellions of 
the Gatos againſt rheir Soveraignes, for both were 
rank Paprfts, The true cauſe then muſt be aſcribed to 
the mutinous humour of that Nation, which after- 
wards was made worſe by the cruell domination of 
the Spantards, (o thar when Reforma:ion came, and 
ſhooke off the yoake of Popery, rhe diſcontented com- 
mons rqqke occafion (by wreſting and corrupring rhe 
holy Do&rine)to ſhake off the yoake of their hard ma- 
ſters, and rurnedthe ſpiriruall liberty of the Goſpell, 
into carnall licentiouſneſſe. 

 Thelikereaſon muſt be given for the Ansbeptiftical 
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comitiorions it High'Germeny,for inLuther'srime and 
'before the lower ſort off people were extremely op- 

preft by the Princes, Noblemen, and Gentlemen of 
bs theEmpire, which madeCather to write about it to all 
the Princes, Ao 15 25,to dehort them from their in- 

fiuite exaCtions, ahd exhort them for Gods ſake and 

for their own' peace and ſafety to uſe their fubjetsi& 

tcnants like men,not Like beaſts made for the yoke and 

the {l1ughter; It A-abaptiſme being a doQtrin of licen- 

tiouſneſſe and libertinage, was read embraced by a 
multitude that. gtoned under a miſerable bondage b 

n9ne needs to wonder. | 
A for the Switzers,their popularState,together with 
the contagion Of the netghbouring Germany, made way 
for rhat popular-doQrin : 2 00 yeares before they had 
kil'e4 or ejected all their Nobillity , by whom they 
were heavily oppreſt: And now the lower ſort of peo- 
plc being bred in an ancient hatred againſt Superiours, 
cmbracea that dorine greedily , which armed the 

commons ag?1inft their Magiſtrates  - 

Bur it inuſt be acknowledged co the priſe of that 
State,tuat the Ecclefiaſticall and Politicall body op- 
poſel Anabeptiſme with great virtue and vigor, and 0 
juſtified ro the world that they were as great enemies. 
to confuſion as their forefathers had bin to oppreſſion. 

To'clear the refotmed Religion from that wicked 
172pur2tion, that it gave countenance to thele rebe!li- 
0:5 and new doſtrines, the Arabaprifis will ſerve, for 
thev hate! Luther worſe than the Pope, and troubled 

the Enatfgeliques more than rhe Papiſts : And when 
they would infinuate rhemſelves ifito the reformed 
. Srarc;, with a ſeeming familirrity,they had but rough 
_ entertainment among them, Familiaru accipper chaud 
familiirire:\8hat conferences paſt between them > 

| what 


o 
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what paines the Reformed rooke to confute thetathe laſting 
Monuments will ſkew,which are extant in the writings 

Lather,Caluin, Melanflbox,Z uinglixs, Oerolampading, Laus- 
tar, Bulinger, Vrfium and Gaſtio, 


——— 


CHAP. II. 


rft occaſions and Seeds of Anabaptiſme. 
e Inſarrefiton of Muncer,aud Phiter. 


N theyear 15 21 Lethe- being proſcribed by Charletthe 5, 
Emperour, was ſecretly conveyed away out of t- 
renberg by Frederick Duke of Saxon. In hisabſence Andra- 
«a Careleſtadizc one of the Miniſters of #5ttexbery, began to 
preach ſome new doctrines of his owiy,and being a paſhio- 
nate man, ſtirred the people to pull down Images out of 
Churches in a tumultyous manner. Lether for that chicfe 
reaſon being called to #rrtenberg again by his friends, con- 
demned the proceedings of Careloftadiwr, faying, That al- 
chough himſelf h:ted Imag=s and wiſht them abuliſhed,yer 
& ought to have been done orderly,removing chem firſt oue 
of tc minds of the people,and teaching them that by Faith 
only we pleaſe G that Imagesare of no uſe in Reli- 

ton-Thar the Conſciences being thus informed and ſerled, 
mages would fall down of themſelves : Alſo that when I- 
m ges ſhould be removed, he would have it done by the Ma- 
&þ e, not by a popular ſedition, holding it a matter of 

angerous conſe-quenceto ſet the pcople on worke about a- 
ny publique aRion which ſhould be done by the hand of au- 
TNOrtrVe ; 

About the ſame time a new Se& was ſpringing in Sexy, 
of ſome fanaticall people, boaſting that they talked wich 
God,atid God with them, who commanded them to kill all 
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the wicked and make a new Worla, wherein the innocene 
a: d goJly ſhould live and raigne alone ;.of which opinion 
Caroloftadews was either the authour or the abettour : And 
when he could nor get that doArine received at Wrtrem 


where Luther was too firong for himyhe left Fitremberg and 
rcforted to theſe new brethren. 


It is hard to ſay whether (aro/ofladizs or one Nicholas 
Stock was the firſt founder of Anabapteſme, Melanfhon (ſaith 
that Nicholas Sto:k was he that began:he would ſay,that God 
ſpake to him by an Angell, and revealed him his will in 


rcame*,promiſing him the place of the Angell Gabriel,and 
the Empire of the World : He taught that the Saints muſt 
raigne in the World, and that he muſt betheir leader,to kill 
all the Kings and Princes of the. World, and repurge the 
Church : He tooke upon him to have the gaift of diſcerning 
the Sp'rits, and know the Ele& ; he made holinefle tocon- 
GR in ſpeaking little, and living homely. and fordidly. 


In that mans ſchoole was Thomas Muncer bred, who am- 
plified much his Maſters dodrine. He began to preach ar 
Alſet a City in the borders of Th«r:ngie, belonging to the 
EleRor of S4x0»1,teachirg that the. burden of the Pope was 
roo heavy, and that of Luther too light 3-that his conſorts 
moſt have anew Baptiſme; That Chriſtians muſt be of an 
£nſterc countenance, ſpeak little and weare long beards ; 
This he.cald the croſſe and the mortification of the fleſh: Al- 
ſo rat rhey mw to retire into defarts or private places, 
thcrerothinkof God & aske him ſignes,whether he think of 
them,& whether they be in the Þ Religion: He aſcribed 
much untodreames, ſaying,that God declareth his wHl that 
* way, and prayſed openly in his Sermons ſuch as had dreamed 
a dreame rhat bore ſome explication. 
In rhar City of 4{fet he began firſt tomake a confederacy 
adminiſtring an Oathand taking the names of all them that 
promiſed toafhſt him in his deſigne,of killing all the ungod- 
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.ly Princes and Magiſtrarcs, and creQting new ones in their 
places. So long as-he was content to preach of dreames and 
the like matters of lefle co feqquence, Frederick cleftor of 
Sax bore with him; but when hc began to preach tediti- 
on, he banit:hed him our of his dominions : And he having 
lyen hid ſome month+, came to Nere-aberg, and beingdriven 
thence alſo, came tro HM<lbus, a tow. ce of Thur: .o1a, where 
many of his old Diſciples when he was at eA!lftet, reſorted 
to him again. | 

Luther hearingof chic, writes to the M rgiſtrates and Se- 
nat oftheTowngh.atchey (houl tor harbour Munceras they 
loved their own ſafety, deſcribirg withal! the: mans dodrin 
and conditions, andexhorting el;em to aske Hacer who had 
given him authority co preach, and if he could ſhew no 
ordinary calling, that then they ſhould eje&t him. The Se- 
nate of Mulbes needed not many pcrſuaſions, for they liked 
not that new gheſt: Bur 4ſ#xcer was too quick for them, 
for he ſo wrought upon the people in a ſhort time, that they 
put downtheMagiſtrats and ſet others in their place of their 
,own faction. Not long after,they drave the Fryers away, 
and ſeized on their houtes, of which the beſt was-given to. 
Muncer, who bore himſclfe xo more asa meere Preacher, 
bur as a Senator; for he juJged of all rhings out of rhe Bible 
and Divine revelations, and whatſoever be determined was 
received asan Oracle ; eſpecially when hee preached that 
all goods muft be common, all men free and of cquall dig- 
nity : An acceptable do&rin in thoſe pirts where the No- 
bility and Gentry uſed their Tenants and Vaſſls like flives, 
and oppreſt them with multitude 6fimpoſitinns & ſervices; 
No,wquder if that new Goſpel wonne the meaneſt ſort, who 
frelently left working;and what they wanted they tooke by 
opet force from them chat had :c. 


At the fame time in $«evia,ind Franconte, 4n000 boores 


and tradeſmen roſe up in gs killed and ranſackedgreat 
2 part 


art of the Noblerz rooke, pillagst and burnt a_ Ports 
and Caſtls,overthrowiug all in their way like a ſudden irj- 
on _ - for when the = of —, _ yy” 5 
1I\> down , nothing can fl 
themſelves 2 heke - Fae Wt. 
Mauncer then thought it was time for hint to do the likeshe 
layeth up abundance of amunition,maketh his Magazine in 
the Convent of Franciſcaxs, caſteth artillery; raiſeth a nu- 
| merous mulritude of men, the meane People leaving their 
loome and their JO turne ventuters in this holy war. 
His chiefe affociate was Phrfer,one that pave much cre- 
dence to dreames and night viſions,and amoty other viſions, 
would ſay,that he had feen in his dream a-great company 
of Rats in a ſtable,anJ had driven themall away ; Which he 
interpreted as a command from God to take arms and diſ- 
poſſeſle all the Nobility &Gentry:This Phefefwasthe fidu- | 
ter of the two, for although Mencey was vehemenr in his ſer- 
mons tothe people, yet he would not try the hazard of a bat- 
rell,cill all the neighbouring Countryes were jeyned with 
him 3 To whichendhe ſent diverfe letrers to the diggers of 
«(nynes, of which the County of fa»5field is ſuN,' exhortit 
them ſeriouſly to fall upon'their Princes and cur them off 


that ſo his party in Franconte, which looked bur for bis call, 
might have a free P31 


iflage into Thuriners: But Phifer impati- 
ear of delayes,ruſheth into the Country of 75feld,pilladgeth 
©Caſtles and Churches, deſttoyeth many of the Nobles, 

4 brings ſome of them bound, and returnerh with a grcat boo- 
| ty + Which ſucceffe raiſed the minds of the boores,anJ cau- 
fed ar:other defeRion intheCounty of Hfansfeld.So Mencer 

' hoping ther the rebellion was univerſall, taketh his journe 

from Malhws, and is preſently ſupplyed with a cooipanp | 

Prankbuſans. p;. | 45 © bs ap 

Buc bcforethis ſnow-ball could'grow by 'roſling 'the | 

Count 444»5feld ftopt its courſe, ſor having raiſed mhaſte 
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fome Companies of Horlcyhe fals upon Mbacer; n6d Lint, 
two hundred of his men, at which rhe rude. unexperien coed 
boores were (oterrified ou all oe to Prankbun, 
there to . expe@ a greater: Y, £ they were men 
enough,bur(as'it ſcemes) Conllie, fow-or none.” This only 
$kirmith.broke the edge of their ys gw time to Fo 
EleQor of Saxony,(newly come to that dignity,by the death 
of his brother Fredrick )and his unkle George of Saxony, Phi- 
p Lanrgrave of Heſſe,and Henry Duke of Bravſwich,to raiſe 
fteen hundred Horſe and a few companies of Infantery. © 

\. - The þoores were pitchedupon a hill by Frenthw pret 
well inttenched withintheir own carts, but very ill arr 
and worſe Diſciplined. The Princes though ſlenderly atten- 
ded, contemned and pittied together that rude Troope,and 
ſenc to, offer them impunity and a generall pardon, it they 
would but yeeld the authers of the ſedition & return home: 
But Ad#xcer underſtogd not that Goſpell,;that one man ſhould 
dye for thenation, He falls ro preaching,and exponnds that 
ſollicitation of the Princes as an argument of their weake- 
nefle and fearefulnofſe ; Tels the boores that he was ſent 
from Godto command and lead them in this ation: That 
their part was to. obey like A&r«bem, whobeing comman- 
ded to kill his ſon,went about irt,though he was uncertain of 
the event 3 That chey ſhould an overthrow both theſe 
and all other enemies. of GoJ, it being Gods promiie that 
the righteous ſhall waſh his foot in the bloud of the wicked, 
and that the meeke ſhall inherit theearrh; That thele Princes 
were but Tyrants and theeves, ſucking the blood of the 
people,to live at eaſe and maintainetheir pride and wanton- 
- That they maintained the Maſſe, and therefore de- 
I to be extermined : Then he exhorted them to be va- 
liant inthe Lord,and kill every mothers ſonne of their ene- 
mies, for an acceptable ſacrifice unto God; aſſuring them 
that God himſelfe chat car.not lye, had promiſed him viRo- 


ty 
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ry;a0drommanded bim ro.dcfiroy Princes and Magiſtrites, 
| endowi him wirh ſuch Go thathe was able cortirne 


all their bullets back with his coate ; Hercupon perceiving 
a Raine-bow in the Skie and curning his Eyes towards his 
Co'ours; where a Raine-bow was painted 3 Looke up (ſaid 
be) to Heavenybere is for yau a joyfull ſigne of Gods favor, 
that Raine-bow the very embleme of our Colours, and be 
ſure thar God promileth u- that he will be our Standard-bea- 
rer and fight for us himſelfe,Come then let's fighe valiancly 
under Gods Standerd. ; 
That new piece of impoſture made a ſtrong impreſſion in 
ſome. Yerthe Princes drawing neere with a warlike march, 
made a ſtronger impreflion of feare in theſe rude Souldiers, 
than Muxcersrevelations & ſignes;for thePrinces were incen- 
ſedby 2 latecruel treachery of Afuxcer,who had put to death 
ag»inſt the Law of Armes and Nations, a hopefull young 
nl ſent to him ro treat of 2greement. The Princes 
began to play with their Ordinance, I cannot ſay to breaks 
the Rankes of the boores, for rhey kept neither Ranke nor 
File, and ſcarce kept their underſtanding, for they heicher 
advanced nor fled, nor put themſelves in defence, bur fell a 
ſinging, Came Holy Ghoſt, expeting that Gol ſhould fighe 
for them from Heaven according ro Adwncer's promiſe : But 
when their intrenchment of Carrs was broken, and the 
Princes army came to handy blows, away fled all the booree; 
ſome one way,ſfome another, bur rHe moſt pireto Franthyu:! 
5002 of them were ſl1ine, Frankbus taken tho ſame day,and 
BK 300 men taken and executed. | 
Muncer was found hid ac Frazkhusand lyingon a bed faig- 
' Ding himſelfe tobe one of the, Town that had' been lang; 
of an ague, which his qpaking, fot feare did: imitate r& thi 
lite;but Letters being found about him-from Albert of 445 
{eld,ro difluide him from his ſeditious courſes,he was known 
ro be 41a»:er,yhich yet this lying Prophct;denied long. 
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Being brought betore Duke George of Savxoay, and the 
Lanegrave of Heſſe, and demanded why he wiſled the ſim-: 
ple people to ſedition, . He anſwered,that he had done no 
more than his duty, and that Magiſtrates that receive nor the 
doarine of the Goſpel! muſt be dealt with by ſuch wayes: 
Theſe reaſons of his were confuted by tle Rack, where 
when he cryed out, Duke George told him, Thou ſuffereſt 
now Muncer,bur thinke how many paore people have ſuffe- 
red by thee this day; Ar which Muxcer laughed aloud, and 
ſaid,#hy they would bave it ſo,meaning that the people loved 
to be cozened and miſled, and that nothing could winne 
their hearrs but ſedirion. 

Shortly after Phifer and other heads of the rebellion were 
exccured at Mulbw,and Muncer a while after,who ſhewed a 
great deale of dejetion and perturbation in his end, and 
could not ſo much as make confeſſion of his Faith; with 
much a do could he ſpeake after the Duke of Branſvick who. 
raught him what he ſhould ſay : Yet when he was ready to 
be executed,he acknowledged his errour openly, and made 
an exhortation tothe Princes and Nobles, to 4 their ſub- \. 
jets and vafſalls with more moderarion,which if chey dig, _ 
the people would breake no more into ſuch rcbellions and. 
outrages ; he deſired them dilligently ro reade the booke of 
Kings, there to learne their duty, and Gods judgements a- 
eainſt unjuſtice and oppreſſion. He was beheaded, and his 
head ſer ona high pole in the fields. 

In the mean while Zathery becauſe he was defamed by 
the Papiſts, as the author or occaſian of thoſe troubles, was 
ſending godly exhortations over all Germazy, to cxhort the 
commons to peace and obedience to their Superiours, and + 
rather to ſuffer for righteouſneſſe, then defend the Truth 
with unrightcouſneſle, and that this was the Divels cunning 
to raiſe ſedition by falſe brethren, to bring the Truth of God 
into hatred and obloquic. Aa 


a _ 


dignities with your pcrill. 
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Ard tothe commons of Swevie,thar had been wp in arnaes 
poet ona wr or = in CO © Hee writ a 

ave admonitron,repreſenting, that alcbough chey were o 

ef by theit Prince+, who fleefote deformed to wogr?-.0 
yet it beldnged t.ot to them to dothe execution. That they 
muſt not -Belecve the Sermons of every preacher, for Satan 
(faith he under colour of the Goſpel hath intheſe times rai- 
fed many ſedicious & bloudy teachers ; You are oppreſt by 
your Superiours that take your eſtates from you,they do un- 
juſtly:bur you do more unjuſtly to rake chat juriſdiAion from 
them which is none of yours : And whereas they take but 
few things. from you by exaQtions and too great burdens, 
you take all from them when you take away their authoriry: 
Is this obeying Chriſt who commands us not co reſiſt evill, 
but to him that ſtriketh us on the one cheek ro turne the 0- 
ther,and let him that will rake our Coate, totake our Cloak 
alſo > Nay it is the duty of Chriſtians ro ſuffer and uadergo 
the Crofſe,not to reſiſt and ſceke revengeatd ſmice wich t 
ſword ; When Peter would fight to ſave bis Mafter,(a law- 
full defence if ever. was any.) Hcebids him nor to ſtrike with 
the (word, becauſethar ſtriking was oppotagrhe Magiſtrate 
for a private revenge, and to ſuch oppoſers of rhe Magiſtrate 
that Sentence belongeth, They that ſtrike with rhe ſword, 
ſhall periſh withthe (word: Bur I perceive the Divels plot, 
that fince he could not deſtroy me by the Pope, he ſeekes te 
ando meby theſe violent bloud-thirſty preachers : And doe 
you take heed of them,for they caſt you headlong into a pre- 
cipice, that they may riſe by your fall, and get honors and 


o 


That S«eviex Rebellion was ſoon after ſuppreft, partly 
dy the vigorous oppoſition of the Princes, partly by their 
emwn wearines and 4iforder,the limbes of that faQtion:drop- 
ping off here and thereglike a rotten carkeiſc rhar cango lon- 
ger hang together. | 


ſ | Moncw 
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- PRA... .-.. .. Wa aroleftalins m3 
ade farre from the like denyer; Ve heving lefr #ittbery 
where he feared Luther, he kep: cornventicles in S4.xom,affe» 
ciating himſcife with frantick men har boiſtea of Viſions, 
and Collo juices with Godgand a p 'reiculur ipirn3 There al> 
ſo he writ a ditter book againſt Luther, and againft Þ15 0:vn 
Prince,for which mifdemearor; he was ſomzhe robe cxect- 


red with 3funce''s comp'ices ; In that extremity he called 
upon L«ther's helpe whom he had fo much provoked, and 
was ſaved by his inecrccflion. 


CHAP. III. 


Th | The Trapical ds . 
oma niger en 


He root and branch ef fanaticall fa&tions ſeemed thes 

ro be cut off, bur the ſceds remained, and brought forth 

omg Fin eige of _—_— kind: Prefencly after _— 

oneof greater learning and parrs, began to preach the ſame 

yoARg at Stracbarg,and was -— for it by the Ru- ; 
{cr:of the City,his nanue was Melchior Mopman: And fcarce Aw e327 
-.two yeares after MHuncer, Gormany was fullof «Azabeptifis. 


A new name then,bur in effe& the old ſet of XMwxxrer, with 


ſome 2dditions : They denyed the Incarnation of Chriſt in 
the hc ty Yingwe wombe, condemned the B iptiſme of chil- 
drea, and re-baptized themſelves, and all chat embraced 
their ſet : They would not allow Chriftians rorecover their 
own by Law,nor torake an Oath, nor beare the Office of 
M «giftrare, 2nd they pulled down Magiftrares by way of” 
f:& where they had ſtrength, and gave the power of the 
ſnordtothejr Miniſters & Prophers,who decerded all diffe- 
rence,and jtdged of all caſes by os and undertooke 

04 


3 A ſhort Hiſtory 
ho ll all the Princes of the tht cut off all the-un- 
godly with another ſword chan that of cheSpirit : They 
rauZhe that in their Church all were holy, that none can be 
ſaved that will not make his private goods common, that it 


is lawfull to have many wives,that all learning is prophane, 


and that meane ignorant men are the fitteſt toexpound Scri- 


w—_ 


re,that there muſt be no ordinary calling inthe Church, 
every 03e may ſpeake as he is inſpired by the Holy 
Ghoſt, that .Chriſt nauft reigne over all the World, and 
therefore all other Kings and Princes, and their adherents 
muſt bee ſlaine, till there bee none left to reigne but 
Chriſt, and what they tayght they went really about to 
practiſe. io 


| Melchior Hopman being kept priſoner at Str.sburg,and 


his, Sec ſeverely repreft by thewiſe Magiſtrate ; That crew 
diſperſed it ſelſe in Veſtphalsa, Freſe Holland, and moſt part 
of the Low Countres, where they got a very. great p:rty, 
yet ameng the-commorr ſort:of people only : - Lambergus 
Horteaſ1ui,one of my Authors,affirmeth confidently,that a- 
mong. that -numerous: rabble- of ſedirious people, not one 
was foand rhat.ever was a Schollar, and very few that could 
| . : 
[ . xeade Or. write:: VVhen they were confuted by reaſons or 
| _.- _. » teſtimoniesof Scriprure, their anſwer -was, that the ' Spt- 
| rit tanght them otherwiſe, and that the Spirir- blo;yeth 
where he lifteth, and doxh nor inſpire every one. © 
j Theſe fancies were increaſed by one George of Leyden, 
4 v ith my grofle and monſtrous Additions ; The ſet by 
his {du<tion in ſhore rime grew fo ſtrong, as to deſpiſe all 
j Rc, all Judges, and all Courts, and cluſe privare Rulers 
| 21928 clemielvee, who detcrmined of all c:uſes,and ſate 
} _upnmlifeand death. 
| . But theisragecould nor keepe long at home, They would 
{Qmerimes ruſh our of Cities in gre2r rroopes, and ranſick 
Couvcnts and Rich mens houſes, raking for cis - 
| : 
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the example of the Iſralites, that 1coke the ſpoyle: of ;the 
Egyptians : Yet in theſe incurſions they mide Couſcience 
at the firſt rocnter into any Temple of thoſe that were not 
re-baptized,bur made ro conſcience tolye with their wives 
as left for a prey to the godly. | 

This was their preparatien for the day of Iuigement, a 
bout which they had many revelations: One of their Pro- 
phets proclaimed that within chree dayes the [:{t Iuigement 
ſhould come; This made many of them to leave their 
houſcs,and get up into high crees;there to exp-*& the com- 
ming of Chriſtzbut having expe&ed three dayes faſting, 
they returned faint and weake,and met wirh another ludg- 
ment-at home, for the Magiſtrate inquircd after the Au- 
thors aad promoters of that deluſion, and puniſhed 


them. 
Of all Cities of, the Low Countries, Amflerdam was moſi 


peſtered with chat ſe@,che great concourſe and traffick gi- 
ving them faire opportunity co reſort to that famou: place: 
where bcing many cimes repreſt with fines and impriſen-- 
mers an4 wholeſome ſeverity,they would diſperſe them - 
ſelves over the Courtrie, filling all with clamour,ſcarte- 
rirg papers in the high wayes,threatning ruine and deſtru- 
Qion to all that would not adhere to them, and leave lands 
and houſes to come our of Baly/on,for Babylon they would 
overthrow ; and withinthe circuit of Babylon, they inclu- 
ded all Magiſtracy and Civill Goverment, and all wealth 
and grearneſſe; A great quarrell they had with the Ba#yi0- 


214, Gold. 

But the whole world was lutle enough for their ambiti- 
on,It was their ſerious intent te moke rhemſcives M 1 ters of 
the world, which they both, profeſſed and attempted,begin- 
ning their Empire at Munſter in Weſtphalzs, uk 

It grieveth me to ſay that in Mezſter,truch made way for 
error: For in the yeare 15 32,00c Bernard Rotrarn came th 

| C 2 _ Saint 
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iceCharch har4 by Muaſt-r,where he preached goof 
doArine and converted many,fo chat the people would have 
him admitted into the Cutyzwhicathe papiſts fearing, 
gave him a ſumme of money, upon condition he ſhould goe 
to ſone other place, which he did, and abſenred himſelfe 
for ſom2 Moneths, in which time he improved his gifts and 
fearing, and returned again better furiſht to encounter 
the adverſary . 
| Being received atSaint Mevrice withgreater applauſe than 
before, ſome Citizens of the beſt ſort brought hum inco the 
City,and becauſe the Church doores were ſhur againſt him, 
they made him a Pulpit in the Church- yard, and ſhortly af- 
ter told the Pa its ahar if they would not open the doore of 
ſome Church,they would open it themſelves. Rotman fec- 
ing the progreſle of the Reformation, ſends to Haſſe for ſome 
helpe, and rhey ſent to him two Divines of #frpury ; wich 
theſe by the counſel and aurhority of the beſt of the Town , 
he challenged the Papiſts in diſpere,2nd preſented thirty Ar 
ticles of Papiſticall errours to the Senate, offering to prove 
thar they were contrary to holy Scripture: The Senate ſends 
for the Clergy of the City, and requireth them thar fince 
they had alwayes profeſt that their dorine was grounded 
upon holy Wrir;they would no-v make it goo: The Cler- 
oy finding themſelves unexpeQedly pur to ir, anſwered 
plainly, rhat it was more then they could do, and that they 
were {ure they had a good intenrion, though there might 
de ignorance and errour in their profeſſion : Whereupon the 
S-nate interdifted them to teach the People any more, and 


f gave their places ro the new teachers that had detected the 
” .impoſture of che old. 
The e.puiſed Clergy retire to their Biſhop and Prince 
(for the Biſhop of Manfter js prince of the Cirv) The then 
Biſhop was Cnunt Prenceu waldeck.to whom Frederick Arch-- 


Biſh p of Ceden had Iarcly yeclded the place. The Biſhop 


% 
. 


to compell the Cititers ro reſtore all 
e State; Bur the Cirizens by a night en- 


Hitherto all was wel,if it could have ſtayd therezBuc before 
the ſwinge of the former commotion was well ſtzyed, there 
comes tothe Toxn,in an ill boure,a peſtilent «Laabepteſt, 2 
Taylor of Leyden, obs Becold, berter kno.yne by the name 
of 1ohxof Leyden ; This man begins to conferre with Minis 
ters and People,about the Bapriſme of children ; maintrai- 
ning it to be unlawfull,ſeducing many and ſowring the new 
Lump of that Church with the Leven of his pzrverſe do- 
arine: With him, or preſently after him came a very great 
multitude of his fratcrniry,moſt of them Holaxders, Theſe 
keeping conventicles in the nighr, got a great parry in the 
City, and incenſed one atorher with deſperate reſolutions : 
They had with them one Herman$Strappreda,brought op 
der Henry Rot, who had been lately executed at Vtrechr,for 
preaching eAnebaptiſme and Sedition ; Ar the feer of thar 
Gamal:el,one may think what doArine hehad learned :This 
man they got tobe choſen colleague to Rotman before his he- 
refiewas krown, bur hemade it knowne preſently,preach- 
ing openly againſt rhe B'priſme of children, and none more 


_ people, nor vet infected with that new doArine,feelitig fo 
much diftraFion ariſing among themſelves, commanded 


eager ro oppoſe him than Rotmasx: The M-::giſtrates and 


the Porreigners and SeQarics to goe out of the City, bur 
they went our-at one gate, and came in again ar the other, * 


wade Feb, 


14.1538. 
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, * were ſentenced to be baniſht 3 Who when they alleadged 


aying that they muſt nor deſert Gods cauſc, bur doe the 
york which God had given them to do: The Scnat to pte- 
vent-a ſedition,appointed the Evengeliques add the 44bap- 
fPer ro mect 1a a publique Conference, and there Rotmar: 
bctraycd the good cauſe, and diſputed contrary to his preas 
ching, condemning che Baptiſme of Children as impious 


. -  andexecrable ; But he was. ſo well oppoſed by a worthy 


Divine Hermann Bafilizs,that the Seuate was ſatisfied,and 
concluged for the Truth, and the teachers eAnabeptifts 


4 


that they cou'd not ſafely travell through the Biſhops domt- 
aions,the Senate obtained a ſafe conduRt for them, and gave 
them mony for their journey : But they being reſolved be- 
fore ricver to goe away, lay lurkivg among their ſe&aries, 
which increaſed ſo faſt,(the meane people of the Town be- 
ing ſeduced every day, and ſtrangers flockingto the Towne 
continually in great troopes) that the Magiſtrates fearing 
leaſt the eAnabapriſies ſhould drive the Evangeleques out of 
their Churches , Kept all the Churches ſhut up bur 
ONC- 


In this diſtreſſed caſe of their Church and Statezthe Lant- 


faſticall duties,and it was publiſhed by the authority of che : 
Scnate. WCET: 


G . > | | 
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There was alfo another worthy Div 
who having beene ſilenced byithe eAnabept 


by the Senate and People allowed to preach againe : Bur he ** 
was no Preacher for the new- brethren;. chey turned hing 


out of Office preſently, at the inſtigation of Kotmas, who 
ſoone afcer pi 
Fabritiws accepted the challenge, andthe Senate appoinred 3 
Conference, naming ſome learned and good men tobe che 
umpires 3 Bur Kotmer and his brethren fearing the Touch, 
began to find exceptions and deviſe ſhifts to avoyd the dif- 
pute,whercby they loſt much credit among the people. = 

To wipe off that ftaine, they reoke a more compendious 
courſe : One of them faining himſfelfe ſeized with a Prophe- 
ricall ſpirit ran through the City, crying, er and be 
Baptized againe, elſe the wrath of God will fall upon you: 
This ſticred the people,and many ran alſo with him, crying. 
the ſame words : Many of the ſimpler fort were re ey 
for feare of the wrath of God, and many more for feare of 
the wrath of men ; Forthis crying and running through the 
ſtreers, ended in ranſacking the beſt houſes, and laying vio- 
lent hands on the owners : Then mary that lay hid before , 
came forth and ruſhed intothe Market place, crying out, 
; hat all that were not re-b:ptized muſt be killed refimly ) 
as Ungodly and Heathen, And ſeizing upon the Towne- 
Houſe and the weapo's therein, they began to domineecre as 
in a conquered pl:ce. 

The Evangelrqzes on the other ſide gathered themſe'ves in 


2 place called Overwater, and rooke many of their enemies, 


and Eoth the partics were forrifying the plac.s where they. 
ſtood : Three dayes they ſtood thus withour doing any 
—_———— the other, tall giving hoſtages on Forth 


ides, they fell roa compoſition; That every one ſhould en- 


* 


joy the freedome of his Religion,ard all ſhould go home and 
live in peace. = 


ine, Pet Winter 
iftes | 


provoked Fabr:it:u and his colleagues to diſpute: 


This 


A: E _ 
Was towarts the end of Becember, c 


*? 


Thi: Tunate end of 533. 

regen heir payytrooncs md Prnerd prin 
their 6 20d BeragrdKnepperdoli 

the moſt Airing of har faftion ſcene letrersto the Owns of 

Oſtburg, weſel, Corſweld and Werendorp, of which the tcoour 


was, that God had ſent a holy Prophet to Manfer; who 
ike wonders, and ſhewed the right way to Salvation : 
hat if they would leave their lwuſes and come to Menffer 
in all haſte, they ſhould ger 4a times more then they 'efe 
at home, and with che ſpirituall wealth ger all worldly 
riches. 

Theſe faire promiſes drew all the sknname of che neigh- 
bouring Townes to Mxsfter,the pooreſt and idleft fort liking 
that Religion well, that maketh all men alike and all goods 
common, and purs down rhoſe Lawes and Magiſtrates chat 
refrainedtheir licentiouſneſſe, In a ſhore rime the Cy 
was full of ſtrangers and vagrants,thar looked upon the City 
252 Land of Promiſe, where they muſt make a new Plancatt- 
on,and expulſe the Canaanrtes. At their commung the richeſt 
of rhe Town, being frighted, thought it their ifeſt Cour le, 
fairely and quietly to give them place, and withour noiſe 
withdrew theraſel[ves our of the Cirv. 

The «A 24. apteſies ſeeing themſelves ftrorg,ran to Saint 
Mevrice C!.urch,and burnt it wicthall the houſes abour it,pil- 
Laged all the Churches, defaced the Cathedrall, depopula- 
ted the Convents,and Colledges, and burnt a fiire great Li- 
brzry belonging to the Fryers 3 And for che finall exp'oic 
drove all the Evanyelige+ our of the City, bur ſome few, 
(whom they miſtooke for eAnebeptefies) crving, Ger ye 
hence all ye wicked, elſe you (hill all be flaine. And wich 
* ſuch aviolence they put them our, that ſome women preae 
with child miſcarried inthe tumule. 

In this baniſhment che grieve] Citizens ſuffered donhle 
perſecution, for being turned out bare by the ecbeptifts 

"RY they 
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were taken by che Bithop, who che day before haxd en- 
pe Bet of gry C1 yo him utfed as enetnics : ſotne 


were 10 danger to have loſt their headyas the worthy Divine 
Peter Wittom, who was ſaved by the mediation of the Lanes 


raveof Heſſen, This forced the reſt of the E£vangel:quer re 
Ray in the City, though there was little choyce betweene 


Ys 
aying in the by pan, and leaping into the firc. 
And now the «Azabeptrftes being Maſters of the City, 
began toorder their new State, for though they were ene- 
macs to all Superiority and Order 3 Yet neceffity and Na- 
ture it ſelfe forced them to ele& ſone Superiours+ of their 
own : They made two Confuls, Krnryperduling and Kippen- 


trok, and twenty two Senators or Aldermen, that had the 
Civill power : The Pro 


were torule matters of Rceli- 
gion, under which name they governed Church and Com- 


mon-wealth 3 for all civill matters were brought within whe 
compaſſe of Religion and Conſcience, and whatſoever a 
Prophet ſaid to be revealed unto him, paſt for Law. 

The moſt famous of theſe Prophets was Fohu Matthias, a 
Baker of Harlem,whbo was ineffc@ a pcrpetuall DiRator in 
Munſter, that made Lawes and changed them after his p'ea- 
ſure : By him was the foreſaid or.lcr made ; His chiets ad- 
jun& was ſo» of Leyder,1nd the next BerzardKnipperdulling, 
By a rcvelation of /ohn Matthizs, an order was made u 
Piine of dearth, that all the gold and filver and moveable 

ods of tle Town ſhould be brought tothe common ſtock, 
or which rhey app»inted a publique houſe : The order was 
obeyed,more for feare than conſcience, for two Maids Pra- 
pheteſles rooke upon them to find our the fraud, and rhe ſe- 
verall houſes were ſearched by a Deacon ; To that common 
Rock were brought all the goods of thoſe that were driven © 
our of the City. 

Wirh that common ſtock they kept foure great ordinaries 
inthe foure quarters of the Towne, where all fe.{ in com» 
mdn, none benng allowed ro dyer at ! ome. 1 To wn 

E Þ, des 
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fick : Plenty of Proviſion they 1:ad, and they husbanded it 
very ill,feaſting every day till the Biſhop that beſieged them 
began to cu off cheir vituals, and then they ſtinted thena- 
ſelves, bur with too Jarge a ſtint, which was to have change 
of meat every third day z one day freſh mearte, the other 
day hung meatc, and bacon, and the third day milk, but- 

ter,and cheeſe. | = 

I read of no great feats of armes'in this ſiege, Once only 
the Biſhop received a notable repulſe by /obn M4tthizr whe 
wasa Generall as well as a Prophet; With eaſte labour he 
had fo fortified the Towne, which is moſt ſtrong by nature, 
that he had made it impregnable, ſo that the Bithop deſpai- 
ring to take 1t by force, went about to take it by famine. In- 
deed the negligence of the beſiegers and the ſecurity of 
the beſieged, are the onely things remarkeable in this 
fiege. | 

The Propiets then negleing the Bithop, converted their 
care to the ſpirituall goyernment, and commanded that 
none ſhould keepe any booke but Scripture : So all the 
bookes that could be found, but Bibles, were brought to a. 
pub/ique place and a bonfire made of them. 

From executing of bookes they fell to execution of per- 
fons 3 Halert Trutelinga Black Smirh,ſecing 10h» Matthias 
Þ:iſle by, ſaid, Here gocth a ſhitren Prophet 3 For this ef- 
fcnce he was brought to the Congregation and condemned 
to Jeath : Joha Matthias wou'd om be the Exccutio- 
ner, 2nd wounded him with a Halbard | the wound being 
O07 mortall, he brings him to another pl2ce and ſhootes him 
thorny wit! a Piſtoil, then taking comp3ſſion on him. be 
porcons him, ſiying, thar God was 2ppraſed rowards him) 
and thar he ſad a revelation rhat tle man ſhould not dye of 
this, yet the poore mn dyed a fe'v dayes after. 

To make amends for his falſe Prop'efie, He runs in a mad 


mood over all the Cuy, bearing a Pake, crying, that oe 


— 
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tbe Father had commanded lum ro £Irivethe enemy b::cke 
from the City,and ſo ruſhed aloft uo the eemies'campe, 
without feare and wit, and was preſent'y killed. 

John Matthias being dead, John of Linden comforted rhe 
people, ſayingzthat he knevy long before by revei :rton;that 
Tohn Matthsas was to dye that death,andtÞat bimiclt thou!d 
marry his wife, as he dil ſhortly after, though . he had one 
before, buc this was one of ſingular beauty, able ron ke 2 
luſty young Prophet to ſet vp rhe doctrine of Polyva ny. 

Bur he fell ro other worke before he ſtirred thar print, 
Xnipperdullin; came out with a revelation, that they that 
were in high places ſhould be brought down to rhe Ic reftz8& 
they that were in the loweſt, raiſedro the higheſt : Bur 7097: 
of Leyden met him in his own kind with another re.clation, 
that ſince ir was Gods pleaſure that thoſe chat were in the 
higheſt places ſhould be brought down to the loweſt, he was 
ſenr from God to put him down from the place of Conſull, 
ana mike him the Hangman, and to that purpoſe he gave 
him from God the ſword of Juſtice. 

Bur tbcre was need of more Revelations for that great 
worke of alreration of the Governmet t'; ſob of Leyden way 
led ty his Prophericall ſpirit vpo che City wall-,where he 
pur off |1is cloths and ranne naked r'-rough the Ciry, crying, 
TheKing of Sion s come,theK two 0'S102 15 come;then returning 
bome, he falls into a deep Prop" et icall ſl-ep, and dreames 
thr e dayes and three nights toget':er : Being awaked, he 
comes forth and ſpeaketh never a « ord,but cal.eth by ſignes 
for a Tab!e-booke, like Zachariah, There he ſets downe 
ewelve men, all cobler*, tinkers, ſmiths and meane Tradeſ(- 
men, but one that was a Gentlem in of Mu«rfter , rotheſe he | 
aſſigneth che Government of the Comman-we31rh, purring 
down the order ſet up by John Matthis, and atfirming that 
this was the'Fithers good will. In that pipzr alſo he writerh 
lome concluſions, ich he _ the Preachers to each 
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3 A# ſbort Hi 
x people,Or elſe he would eg ratified by the Con- 
greg.tion wirhout the Preachers: The ſumme of all was, 
char a wan is not tyed to one wife, but that he may marry 
25 many as he pleaſeth. An when moſt of his Dotors 
would not approve of that monſtrous piradoxe, he cited 
them before his twelve Magiſtrates, and there he recovered 
his rongue, keeping a great clamour, throwing dawne his 
cloathes upon the ground, nd the new Teſtamenc upon them, 
and ſwearing by that holy book, that the dorine which he 
had announced was revealed unto him from Heaven, and 
threatningthemall,thar if they conſented not tothis doin, 
God would withdraw his mercy from them. To teſtific his 
evidence of ſpirit and power, he commanded the firſt oppo- 
ſer of that new Goſpell to be beheaded, which was done 
preſently. 
For three dayes together there was preaching concerning 
matrimony,for the Confirmation of that opinion ; Bur the 
beſt confirmation was his praQiſe, for preſently he married 
three wives, one of which was the reli of that grand Pro- 
phet /obn Mattbizs, by whom ſhe was with child, and mar- 
ried again and again, till he had fifteen wives : Many fol- 
lowed hisexample,and it begantobea matter of great praiſe 
to multiply wives. 
This ſeemerh to have been his firſt motive to broach that 
doRrine ; A Souldicr of the Biſhop that had charg:d party, 
and was harboured where oh of Leyden ]iy, obſerved in the 
n'git that this holy Proper left his bed and went to the 
maids bed : [oh of Leydea ſeeing himſelſe diſcovered,in the 
mor::ing called rhe Souldier afide, and gave him cold, deſi- 
Ting him to keep his counſel!:Bur after miſtruſting the Soul- 
diers rorgue, hethovg't it-ſafer tocountenance the-fa& by 2 
publique doarire. | 
This doQtrine then was readily embraced by thoſe whoſe 

ape and tempcr was aptcft to conſult with flcſh and blood 3 


Nene reftaining himſelfe from mulei1phcation of Wives for 
want or covetouſneſſe, for their wives were kept upon rhe 
common ſtock. Neirher did they keep any facc of order or 
any ſhew of modeſty in thoſe marriages, for preſently after 
the receiving of that Lawythe brethren ran to the handſomeſt 
women of the City,ftriving who ſhould be ſerved firſt, and 
lay with chem, without any form of conrraR, fo that within 
few dayes there was not one waman of foureteen yeares of 
ape bur was violated. 

Buc choſe inthe City that had yet ſome remnant of found 
mind,being extreamely grieved with this diſorder, and groa- 
ning under that fou'e tyranny, made a party,and layd hold of 
John of Leyden and Knipperdulling and all the Prophets;which 
comming to the cares of the frantike rabble of peoplegwhich 
made the greateſt number, they tooke armes and reſcued the 
Prophets and killed fifty of their adverſaries, moſt of them 
in cold bloud, and with feverall kindsof deviſed cruelties, 
John of L eyden encouraging the Murrherers, and cos that 
he that would doe God ſervice,ſhould give the firſt blow. 
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CHAP. IVY; 


Continuation of the Srege of Munſter, The reign of John of 
Leyden, The taking of Munſter, The deſerved 
puniſbment of the Rebe's, 


ww Hile they were thus wiving and ftriving in 3ſurfter, 
the Biſhop had faire play, if he could have husban- 
ded the occaſion. Some weake attempts he made, with ill - 
ſucceſle, and having till then borne the charges of the warre 
alone, he was afterwards affiſted with men and money by 


Herman Arch-biſhop of C oln, and Tobn Prince of C leves,and 
; D:3. asked 
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| acked ſucronr.of all the Cuties,of the &hyze,about which de- 


maund there was a meeting appointed to be held ar Coblexts, 
Decemb. 13.1534» 
\ This long dcliy gave time to [obz of Lezden ra projet 
new deſignes, He declared that the Spirit of Prop'iccy was 
retired from him, and repoſed upon [ohx Tuſcocurer 2 Gold- 
ſmith of #arendorp ; And this new Prophet having called 
the Congregation together, declared that ir was the will of 
the Heavenly Father, that /ohn of Leydez ſhould be King of 
the Univerſe 3 And that with mighty Armyec+ he thould 
kill all Kings and Princes, and deſtroy all the ui godly, and 
ſave the Pcople that love righteouſueſſe, and that he muſt 
poſſeſſe the Kingdome of his Farher Dvd, rill the time 
come that he muſt deliver the Kingdome ro hit Father, And 
that all the ungadly being killed, rl; godly ſhould reigne in 
the World, Whereupon /obz of Leyden fell on his knees,and 
lifting up his hands ro Heiven, (aid, Men and brethren, 
ſo much I knew long 2go, bur I would not reveale it 3 Now 
God harh made choyce of anorher ro beare wituefle ro that 
truth ; Then ſaid T«ſtocarer ag in, Thu (ith the Lord, As 
I ſet Saul tobe Kirg in 1ſrae/,& after him Datidriken from 
the ſhcepfold, fo have I fer cha Becol:l my Prop'er ro be 
King in S!0# ; And when rhe Senate refuſed that Prophecy, 
the hy di refuſed the Senar, and appzaleJ tot!:e Co: gre- 
garion,(:ying, give care I(racl, Thou ſhalt abrog1te thy Ma- 
giſtrares and pur down thy Preachers, and inſtead of them e- 
Ntabliſh twelve ſimple mn without any Learning + them 
thou ſhale commend thar thev reade my World unto my 
p-oplc, and without any helpe but my ſpirit expound ir-into 
them will I potyre the ſpirit of wiſdome 3nd underftanJing. 
Then giving 2 ſword ro /0hn0' Leyden, And to thee([iirh he) © 
father Becold, rhe Father g 'verh this (yard, and caller rhee © 
not only to be King in S702, but over all che World, and to 
exten] thyne Empire unto the ends of the earth. 2 


This 


This Oracle was followed FESTIS ſhotcingsand aecla> 
mations of the people, crying, God ſave the King, and pre- 
ſently be was brought to Saint Lemberts Church-yardzand 
there again proclamed King. ET” 
Therethe new King created foure Counſellors of State, 
the chiefe whereof was one Gerarda Book-binder,one Tal- 
beck he made Lord Steward of his houfhold,Grrard Krppen- 
brok Treaſurer of his plate and jewels, Knipperdull:ing Gover- 
nour of the City, and appointed twelve Archers of his 
Guard. 

This Taylor King preſently made uſe of his skill ro make 
himſelfe fine in cloths, He tranſl:red the copes and carpets 
of rhe Churches and Convents, into doublets, and breeches, 
and clo:kes, which ſet off his M jjeſty all in go!d and filver 3 
His Horſes wore a ſuitab'e livery, richly harneffſed with gol- 
den and ſilver ſaddles and foo: cloths; he had great change of 
rich apparell,in which he app-ared abroad,havirg his chicfe 
Officers and Counſellours riding before him in zrear Stare; 
Next tohim rid twoyoung men richly attired, the one car- 
rying a naked ſword with a golden hilt, ſer with precious 
ſtones,the other carrved a Bible and a trip'e Crown of go'd 
of exquiſite work;glittering with diamonds. Himſelfe wore 
a great Chaine of gold about his neck, like a Collar of ſome 
n' ble Order, witha go!den Globegavinga golden Sword- 
thorough it, hanging :2t rhe Chaine, with this Afotto about 
the Globe, Rex juſtitie hujre Mandi, The King of Righte- 
ouſneſſe of rhis World. After him followed firty Penfio- 
ners clad with p rti-con'oured garments of aſh colour and 
graſſe green, white caps, and golden rirgs in every finger, 
making the aſh colour an embleme of Mortificarion, rhe 
graſſe green of regeneration, the white caps of innocency, 
the golden ring: of charity. Bur among theſe Prophericall 
riddles, he ordere1his Courr with ſo much Stare, and (© 
diſpoſed his Officers, that if he hid been a King borre, be 
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could have done it no berter 3 So much all his adverſaries 
acknowledge. PEE 

In that Royall array be ſhewed bimſelfe three times a 
weck in publique, and went upto a high Threge ſet up with 
great mgnificence : Under him ſate Knipperdulli oe 
Qour ot the City, and lower his foure great Counſellonrs of 
State. In that Court he judgedof all controverſies,moſt of 
which were about divorces, for by his new Orders any mag 
that was weary of his wife might take another, and as many 
more as he liſted, which could not but multiply ſuites, and 

ive worke to the new King, and his Counſellours, and 
rophets. 

Inthat Court Knepperdufing would ever come out with 
fome Bedlam rapture, Oace he fell flat ro the ground, and 
creeping upon his hands and fect, he went to ſeverall perſons 
of the Aſſembly, and blowing them in the mouth,ſaid The 
Father harh ſanAtfied thec,receive the holy Ghoſt: Another 
time he fell a danclaglayi0g>0 I dinced once with my lirtle 
harlor, and nov the Heavenly Father hach commanded me: 
that I ſhou'd dance ſo inthe Kings preſence : Another time 
before the Kingcame he ſate in his chaire of Majeſty, and 
there Prophecied that he ſhou'd dye and riſe again,and rhar 
then the eyes of the blind ſhou'd be open; Bur the Kin 
comming,ſhewed him that the ſpirits of rhe Prophers mu 
be ſubj«-& unto the Prop'tcts,for he pulled him downe and 
commirted him ro the ſayle for three dyes. 

This Joly Tay'or having thus ſtitched up a Kingdom ia 
haſteyurned his feriou- care to go thorow ftirch with it: For 
that there was nced of ſupply to remove rhe Biſhop that hiy- 
dered his work ; And becauſe all ſhou'd be done in a Pro- 
phericall way, Tarſcocurer, his chief agent, came ro him(as it 
!eemes by his appointment) one day as he was firting in his 
Throne with more than ordinary Majeſty, and told htm, 
K nt / ih tle 5 {pet mult be renewed by thee; Thug ſaich 
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ofthe duehegeiſh, og 
the Lord Godggoand lay to the Kinyof Sien,char he prepure 

my boly Supper in the Church-yard of the great Church, 
and that he chuſe Teachers of my word, to fend into rhe 
foure Quarters of the world, torteach all men the wayes of 
rightcouineſle, and bring them by the ſpirit of their mouth, 
into my ſheepfold : ſoa publique Communion was celebra- 
ted,but they made it a full meale ; A great feaſt it was, boch 
for the perſons,%& the mear, for they were above foure thou- 
ſand men, and had three courſes : Bur between theſe courſes 
there was a foule entercourſe, for the King accuſed a man of 
Treaſon, and cur off his head with his own hand, and tetur- 
ned merry to ſupper ; Then with his bloudy hand he toske 
upon him to adminiſter the body and bloud of Chriſt, afſi- 
ſed with che Queen(lometime 1obn Matthias his wite) who 
then did the office of a Miniſter or Deacon, and adminiftred 
the Communion, the like did the principall officers of the 
oy take th1s and announce the Lords death. 

After ſupper the .King asked the whole Congregation, 
whether they were all heartily diſpoſed ro doe Gods Will, _ 
and to ſuffer and dye for the f1ich, to which the People an- 
{wered with one voyce that rhey were all in thar mind; then 
Tuiſcecurer aroſe and ſayd, thus ſayeth the Lord, chuſe men 
: mong my p-ople, to fend into the foure quarters of the 
world,to dogreat wonders 1mong the nations, 8 publiſh my 
wondrous things among tie ſtrange pzople ; then he rezd a 
note of the names of thoſe whom Gol had choſen for that 
legition, of whom himſclfe ias one, they were 2 6,(Sley/an. 
{ith rwo more)7. were ſent to Oſ:burge, ſix to Corſweld, five 
to Warender p,cight to Suzar, Torhem the King gave certain 
pieces of G:1d, with this inſcrip:ion, on the one f1de,U®leſſe. 
one be borne ty water and by the Spirit, be cannot enter imtathe* 
Kingdome of Heaven. Ontheother fide, Theword was made 
fleſb,one Godgne faith,one Laptiſme,They were to preſent that 
coyne to every Town wher? their doctrine. was not recet- 
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ye with chem all till they were with child, and when one 
'3y25 with child; they might take a new oae in her fi2d> 


ved, and leave it there tor a Teftimony againſt thens; 
. Theſe new Apoſtles went into the C ities where they were 
ſent;crying in the ſtreets chat the people ſhould repene, and 
joyne with thein.elſe they ſhould ſhortly periſh: With that 
aoyle __ raiſed a turault, they were apprehended and 
brouzht ro the Magiſtrares,before whom they ſpread a cloak 
up-n the ground, and threw their Coyne upon ic,ſayinggthac 
x}:ey were ſent by rhe Father to offer them peace, which if 
they refuſed, they would leave that coyne amoneſt them as 
a pledge of wrath againſt their ungraretulneſſe, and 
hardneſſe of heart : That the time was come forctold by the 
Prophets that the whole world ſhould follow righteouſheſſs 
which God would worke by their King, and when he had 


made righteouſneſſe to raigne over all the world, that thes 


he ſhould give up the Kingdome unto his father. 


Being queſtioned by che Magiftrates, firſt with faire 
words.and after by tortures,abour their faith, their converſ(a- 
tion,and the ſtate of the Citty of Munſter,they anſwered,that 
none inthe world but they, had the true Dodrine, which 
they were ready to ſeale with rheir blood : that ſince the A- 
poſtles times the word of God had not been purely preach- 
ed, and no juſtice was in the earth : That there was foure 
great Prophets,two good, David of Delft, & obs of Leyden, 
and ewo bad, the Pope, and Laber;bur Luther the worſe of 
the two. Being a:ked by what Scriprnre they could juſtifie 
their unjuſt diſpoſſeſſing of ſo m-ny gaad men, from their 
houſes and good:, and making bold with their wives ; They 
anſwered,that the time was come foretold by Chriſt, rhat 
the meek ſhall inherit theearth 3 Thar in the {1me miner 
God had given the gnod of the Egyvprians rathe Iraelrres, 
and amonz the goods they reckoned the wives 3 Thar th v 
might Jawfully take mny wives,upon condition rbev N mild 


That 


That they held _ # twelve yeares of age, to be rt 
busbands. That they pur away barren women,or paſt Child: 
bearing, and commitred ther to curatoars, as being good 
he for hs proviſienoC ih 
$ for the previfionof the Town;thay ſaid that S. James 
Church was all full of mault. Thar thy had barly for two 
yeares,and many thouſand quarters of meale,and great fore 
of Bicon: A falſe Relation, for ſoon after they of to cat- 
ing of dogs and leather in 41=xfter:They conſt untly affirmed 
thar their King expeRted a great army out of Holand and 
Frize, which as ſoon as ir was come, he would begin his cx- 
pedition to ſubdue the world,and kill all Kings for their per- 
vcrſe adminiſtration of juſtice, and that they knew by reve- 
latioathar rheir King of $:0»,would ſhortly be King of the 
whole carth : They p-rſifted in denyingall Magiſtraces but 
their own King, for which they were put rodeath, as ene- 
mics of all Lawes and order, andbrand; of ſedition 3 and 
there was an end of thar Apnitleſhip,thar ſhould have prea- 
Ched a Goſpell of rebellion over all the world. | 
This legartion was in 9Fober, t 5 3 4.2t which rine, Mexfter 
an to be ſhort of viftuals : thi. occaſioned a p'or of ſome 
of the Town to take rhe King, an ſend him bound to the 
Biſhop : The p'ne was wiſcovered ro the Kinggwie rhouzhe 
it not ſafe to mike the Auchors knownnnly he com nirre4 
the Town and himſelfe rorwelve truſty Copraines, ro von 
hedivided a government in the aire of (ever:]] Province , 
ſparing noPrince but the Lantgrave of Heſſe,vhom he hoped 
todraw to his pirtyz And with his ſmo- th rongue he p ci- 
fied the people,aſſuring them that by Exfferthey thouid cer- 
tainly be delivered from all their enemies. 
be Pririces of che Emprre, ſeeing their danger, if thi 
ended King of the World c:me our and mer with 
is coaſcderaressm:t at CoZlezts as they had 2ppoinred, and 
rooke acourſe for the —_ helpe, and the ftreight beſicg- 
= a 0g 


ju of the Town,and ſenr letters to the prople of Adnnfter ty 
repreſcht them their faulr, and their danger, and that if they 
didnot ſubmit ro their natucall Prince, they ſhould draw 


| all the torces of the Empire upon them : This was abour | 
: theend of December, $34. 


| They anſwered many words in commendation of their 
holy purpoſe, yet noching to the purpole, and ſen private 
letters beſidcs to the _ of HMeſſe,to perſwade himts. 


joyn with themyfor the killing of all the wicked,& eſtabliſh» 


ing the Kingdome of che righteous in the World, and they 

ſent him a bookeof that ert,whole title was, De refts- 

t#trone, the Lantgrave cauſed ir to beanſwered by his Di- 
vines. 

Todraw towards the laſt AQ of that wild King, ameng 

Haw; rs the Prophets thar were raken, one called Henry Hilterfuns 

237 was ſaved by the Biſhop,whoafter ſome private conference 

þ - with him, let him go : And he returning to Munfter, ſaid 

--- that God had delivcred him out of priſon byan Arg2ll like 

| Peter, and had ſent him to announce ro rhe King thar he had 

: given him three rich Cities, Amſterdam, Deventer,and weſe!, 


| which ſhould ſhortly embrace his pirty : The Kirg gladly - 
received Hilterſwm,and made him one of his Cour:,and pre- 
| ſently diſp.tched one James of Kemp to +Amfterdamyo bring 


that City to his obedience, which he was like to have done, 

| having by l1is ſed1r10us doArine ſtirred the moſt purt of the 

people againſt the Magiftrare, but that the Count of Mock- 
frat, Govcrnour of Holland, oppoſed them with great wiſ- 

dome and with a high hand. 

=: Soone af er /uhn of Lezden,* caring a report that many. of 

| His feft in Hollandgand Prize, were wandriog in great pe 


like ſheep having no ſhepheard,ſene thei one 790 GrleFrhag 
had fome skil in war, with a great ſumine of mony,chargi 


him thar like another Afoſes, he would be their leaderiy ; 4 | 
wilderneſf”, and bring rhem toCoxaes, that is, to Munſted;. 
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But when much time paſt, 44 ic card nothing of: rife 
wandring /ſraell:res,nor of their Moſes, he ſent the {-ropter 
Hemy Hilterſum, and one Jobs Nortel into Hillard, and 
Frize, to haſten chem, or raiſe new troopes. 

For that expedition he had loaden Heary Hilte ſum with 
fo much Gold that he could ſcarce go, whercfore he went 
nn further than the Biſh!ps campc, where he ſtayed, John 
Nertell went as farre as Deventer, and ſoone after returned 
without eff. Hrlwerſum wrir'a ſenſible letter - © the people 
of Munſter, whercin he acknowledged that hi. former Pro- 
phefics were impoſtures, and exhorted them to open their 
eyes to ſee how they were deluded by a comp ny of raſcals; 
what beaſtly life they led,having viol ted ali Lawes of pu- 
dicity and honeſty, and what danyer they were in, of a mi- 
{crable deſtruion. 

Theſe letters moved the hearts of many that already were 
weary ofthat life, for their publike ordinary grew ſhort,and 
was reduced to one meale a day, & a ſhort one, where their 
community of goods was violated, for every one had his 
bread by weight + But while they faſted in the Town, they 
feaſted in the Courr, for the King fared ſumpruouſly to the 
very laſt. Which one of his wives difliking,ſa1d oncegthat ſhe 
thought not that ſuch a courſe was pleaſant to God, that in 
the publique miſery, while ſome pined for hunger, o:hers 
ſhould ſurfet wich plenty. The King being told of it,brovg'r 
ber to the marker place with his other wives, made her kneel 
down,and cur off her head,then made his ocher wives to ſing 
and give praiſes for it to their heavenly father. Then he led a 
dance,and commanded all the people to dance, and rejoyce 
with him, theugh the poore people had no great heart to 
dance, being fed vith bread and falt only. 

Atthe ſimetime two young men of the Town weary of 
N that fare, were: raken tunning away, and brought backe unto 
the King, whokilled them th. with his own hand. And to. 


4 of ſpore Hiſtory 
. 07 the people, of wwom many began to repent of their 
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ſpeech, ſaying, rhat he would never have t thar t 
being born Min by a new Baptiſme would ſhew chemfelven 
fo impitienc intheir ſufferings for Gods cauſe,vvhereas they 
ſhould have followed Pais example,bearing Langer nedied- 
nefle and cold,ro attain to the haven of ſalvation. Thar God 
was powerfull bh to ſend them Manna and quailes from 
Heaven. That he hadgreat troopes in Holand and Frizerthar 
would certainly come with great proviſienof viatuils, and. 
beate the enemy back. That God had. revealed bim, that. 


at Eaſtcrthey ſhoald be delivered for certain. 
To confirmethe people he would from that time 2 


every day abroad in his ſt glory,and made his 
ſhew her ſelfe often with a crowne of gold on her heaa, and: 
royally attired and attended, and ſhe became that pope ve- 
ry well, for ſhe wasof an exquiſite beauty; Himſelfe 2lrered, 
one point of his ordinary pompe, for whereas the Bible was 
carried before him at his right hand, and a naked ſword on 
the left,he transferred the {word rothe right hand, of which 
he gave this reaſon, thar the Goſpell had been preſented: to 
the imp=nitent world,but now.the ſword carne in the place, 
co deftroy thoſe that had rejeted the Goſpzll. With ſuch 
toyes and riddles he fed the eyes andthe cares of the hungry 
pop'e,much likeche Ly4175, that invented games to paſſe 
away their hunger in a yeare of famine. 

VVcil, Eaſter came,and no helpe came, this put our Prophet 
King :© his p'unges 3 he ſhur himſelfe up,faining ro be ſicke, 
for fix Daves then he came forth anJ ſaid to the prople, 
that in his fickneſſe GoJ had ſer biz upena blind Aﬀe, and 
12id upon him the finnes of che- whole. mulciruJe, where- 
dy they were all made cleane and free from rheir fins, and 
thar this was the deliverance which God had promiſed them 
at Eaſter. Surc ifever there was a falſe Ctriſl, this was one- 


Much did he rely _ the negotiation of /obn Geler whon 
be dayly expeed, beleeving 2s it was trite; ghar He had a 
great party in Holland and Frize:: And indeed Goler did all 
that the wir of man coulddoto raiſet for his King in 
zhoſe Countries,which he pur all in combuſtien,as we ſhall 
heare ia the following Chapter. But he was killed in a tumult 
which he hadraiſfed in Amſterdswm, and ſome troopes of his 
confederates that were comming to relieve Afunftor, were 


defeated in Frize at Bolſwerd. 
This poore Lord of muſrule, hearing thoſe ill newe*,,aft 
off all hope, and could no more put a good face to his deipe- 
rate Caſe ; For Famine was fierce in the Town, bread was 
ſpent long ago, horſes, dogs and cats were conſumed, the 
afle and the very roors,were pickt our of the ground : and 
the people ſollicited by letters from the campe,bur more by 
their 0'vn extremity, were taking counſell rotake the King, 
Wy to buy their peace. In chat 
t 


and deliver him to the enem 
extremity the King commands the py tO be ſer open, and 
: $0 in one day a thou- 


char as many as would ſhould go fort 
ſnd of all ages and ſexes went out of the Town, and yielded 
to the mercy of rhe Prince, who mildly received them, fed 
them, and let them go. 

A few dayes after, famine increaſing in the Town, the 
King proclaimed that as many as wanted Faith in Gods 
helpe,ſhould 10yd the Town, ſaying witha!l, thar thoſe that 
ſhould forſake tie faith, ſhould be forſaken of GoJ. Many 
were fo blindly zealots, that this ſpeech ſtayd them and 
they choſe rather to periſh inthe To-rn.chan ſcem to forſake 
the faith 3 yet many weary to feed upon ſtarved mice, and 
broyled ſhoes, = leane Propheſies, hearkened to good 
counſell,and tooke the ſafcry rhat was offered them. 1-toxr- 
* Cervin 2 Lutheran Divine writes,thar he hath ſeen books. 


| whoſe covering wa+ eaten in the famine,and that when the 


town was taken,children halfe eaten were found in corners. 
Yet 
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Yer inthar general! famine,the King hud fix months provi- 
fio left, and kept a good table to the very laſt. oh 

They had not held our ſo long, but that the Princes thar 
mer at Coblems,cou'd nor agree abour the contriburion, & to 
the ſi: ge went bur ſlowly onz Bur the Empcrour made them 
meet again at #ormes in Apritwhere fifry thouſand crowns 
a month were granted tothe Biſhop for five months, and it 
was ordered that atter the taking of the Towa,the innocenc 
pcople ſhou!d be ſpared, and thar all the good Citizens that 
were come Our, or kept in by force, ſhould havereftitution 
of all their gooJs.By order of the Princes,the Army was de- 
livered to Oberfleyn, who becauſe the pay. was low, which 
made the Souldiers diſcontent and mutinous, could do no 
great exployt. 

Yet finally the town was taken in 7«ze,15 2 5,having en- 
dureda ſiege of eighteen months.It was neither yeelded nor 
forced, bur ſurprized, by the meanes of two thar fled out of 
the towne, and guided Ozerfteyns ſouldiers in the night, 
through the town ditch,where the water was fordable : . 
ſcaled rhe walls, killed the watches, and put the next Court 
of guard to the ſword. The noyle of it awaked the rownſ(- 
men, who by reaſon of their light ſupper, had but a light 
flicepe. They had time to make a ſtrong Barecadoe in rhe 
market place, and fought valiantly a long time, putting the 
Biſhops Souldiers tothe worſe, till they broke open one of 
the town gares, and let in more men. The townſ-men ſeeing. 
themſelves oppreſt with number,craved quarter,and had it; 
Bur the King reſiſted tothe laſt,in $. Lamberts hurcheyard, 
and was with much ado taken, with K»ipperduliag, Rotman 
wou'd nor yee'd, and was fliine in the confli. 

The B:ſheopentred into the Citry the next day with fifreen 
hundre\ horſe, and brought our the ſpnile of the rown from 
rhe ſou!diers ; The Cirtzens that had yeelded were ſpared, 


ku: the fierce efnabaptifis that conld never be tamed, and 
| ly 
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Ly hid in ſeverall toles, were _ and kille1; (27 
fouldiers having mace bold with the haniſomcſt women, 
were poyloned by them, and found dead in their beds. 
This cauſed the death of m3ny wornen, revcege boirg 15 hot 
a$ luſt was before : the fairy Quene exther e1c p.d ur was 
killed vaknewn,fer it was nor known what becam: of her. 
The King,and no King,was ſent priſoner to 2 Caſtle foure 
miles from Mxfter, He went thither ſomewhat faſter than 
be would, being tyed tothe tayleof a gullopi "S Forſe,wher- 
by his Majeſty was no little diſcompoſed ; Kaipperdulling, 
and Krechting another Propher, were ſent priſoners toHoft- 
mar, (00 after, all three were brought to Zelget, white the 
Biſhop asked hn of Lejden,by what authority he had made 
himiclfe King over his City and his people ? obn of Leyden 
asked him again, who had given him any right or authority 
over that Peoplct the Biſhop anſwered that he came to it by 
ele&ion of the Chapter and the people, and I (ſaid 70h» of 
Leyden)came in by the will and calling of God. 

Two Lutheran Divines (orvines, and Kymens were ſent 
ro confer with /ebz of Leydex,and Knipperduling:they made 
the firſtroabjure many of his errours, and found him rra&z- 
ble enough, and one that heard reaſon : But Kzrpperduling 
like a mad beaſt, would neither heare nor anſwer reaſon, but 
ood only upon revelations, and a particular ſpirit:Ofhim 
John of Leyden complained much, ſaying that he played the 
Pop: and would affirm, that he had the ſame power in things 
ſpiriruall, as the King had iarhingstemporall,and t!iat it was 

t there ſhould be one King for the tempora'!,& another for 
the ſpirituall.They were condemned $& executed a« triyrors 
and rebels, being tyed to a ſtake and pulled in diverſe parts 
of their boJves with hot pincers for an houre and mare, and 
then ſtricken inthe heart wich adavger. Krephtrxg ſuffcredthe 
like death. /obn of Leyden ſhewed a great conſtuncy,if perſi- 


Ring in evil may be called a ac the ſtake, 


__ 
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? 15 ſentence read,he m411caincd that he had indeed offended 
the Magiltrai« bur char be had not offended God. Aﬀet their 


dcath they were but in iron cges and hinged to a high 


ſteeple of SaintLembarr, /obwot Lejaen hanging higher then 
the tyvo others. _ 

So died rhar imaginary King of juſtice by the hand of ju- 
Kicezin the fir yeare of his razgne, bing but fix andtwenty 
yeeres of age, ind there vas attend of 21s Kingdome and his 
Propieſies : He vvas of a faire pgrportion,of an avvfull and 
yet lovely preſence, of a preſent vvit and ſtrong judgement, 
eloquent, artificiall, cloſe, politique; All the prophets and 
Aaabaptifts of Munſter vere fooles bur he, and he made uſe 
of their folly ro ſerve his ovvn ambirion,vyhich aſpired tono 
leſſe then the dominion of the world. He vyas indeed 2 dan- 
pcrons inſtrument of Satan likely 1O have made a fearfull re- 
volution, and planted a nevv Monarchy in the Weſt of the 
World «for all the commons in a manner of G , Law 
countries, Morevia,Suitzerlandiand other Regions in all like- 
Iz ood wou'd had joyned with him, if he could once have 
come out of Munſter as it may appeare by. the Chapters 
following. 


CHAP. V. 
The T umults of the Anabaptiſts 1» Low Germany. 


F*. 1c -1n2aptiſis that made themſelves maſters of Muner 
- were deboy(hed rradeſmen of Holand and Frize, and 
there during rhe trouble of Mu+ffer rhe ſame ' ſpirit was 
working wirh efficacy in the children of Rebellion : They 
had like projets, but worſe ſuccefle. 


” A 


In February 15 34. ſome of them raiſing a ſedition at the | 


H agbe 
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Haebe were apprehended ana Ui it, iN, F Ftarch, lctrers 
came fromthe Empcrour Cha-ies 5 fiichyw iy wa Lora of 
the Low-Countries, offcringatr.. pardonto a'l of chat {ct 
that would within a fortnight, 1©p.nt and conffle their cr- 
rour, commanding withall that all pcrſo!, p. r{iftirg in rhat 
ſe& ſhould be ſeverely puniſhr accurd.ng ro rhe Lawes. Y-t 
the ſame month a great mul: itudc of A-a4aptifts with ri;eir 
wives and children, leaving all their ett rtcs* but what the 
could carry in money, off-rcd to goover to 2 were! with 
rwelve ſhips,2nd being asked whether they weur, rhey ſaid 
they went co ſecke ſuch land as Gol wou'l zive the n 5 But 
they were ſt:yed, the Secretary of the H Ighe b-i1g ſent in 


 timetoeA mjterdam by tie Emp:rour,ro diſpirch a convent- 


ent number of ſhips to fight with chem, ualeſſe they di-ban- 
ded and returned home; is like they were going to Munſter, 
the Sion of rhe Anabepteſts. 

This reſtraint mide them more fi.rce, like a ſtrexme that 
ſwelswhen it 1- ſtop:,for the nexr day at noone five Auabap- 
tifts eame naked r' rough the ſtreetes with ſwords 1» ter 
hand<crying /-: the name of the Lord, the bleſſ 12e of God ly: 
upon on part of the Cit;,und his curſeon tbe other, They were 
ſoone follow-d with: orher: in arme<,and che Mn1g1ſtrate rai- 
ſedin all hc ſfomc comp nies of Archersto oppoſe them 
The Aurhor- of the ſedition were taken, and all was quiet 
for that time. 

The {me diy,ſnch another ſedirion was raiſed at Harlem 
in which fix A-na%aptefts were ſ]1ine, and two at the Haghe 
were execured for the like cauſe 3 Shortly afrer, ſixof the 
moſt ſeditious were burnt at Harlem , and two women 
drowned. | 
In May following, letters from Frize were read in the 
Counſell of Amſterdemgivirg warning of a plot of rhe 424- 
beptiftr,borh of Frize and other parts, to meet in Amtlerdam 
upon a certaine day, and m ke themſelves maſters of the 


F 3 Town. 
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Town. Preſently the M 


the City, and made them ſtand in armes about che Town- 
beuſe, while they ſat in Counſel! ; Then a Proclamation 
was ſent forth that none in the Ciry upon paine of death 
ſhould harbour any ſtranger An«bepteſt,and that all the An4- 
beptifis that were in theCity ſhould voyd ir before five of the 
clocke in the afternoone ; That whoſoever ſhould ſtay after 
that rim-,ſhould be put to death,without any remiſſion. To+ 
ward+nighr the Magiſtrates ſentto ſearchall the houſes,and 
rooke twenty of them ; Foure dayes after the Count of 
Hocbftrat,Governour of Holaxd, came into the City with a 
great pirt ofthe Counſell of Holland;and rhen eleven of the 
eA nabaptily were beheaded, and foure burne alive ; Thirty: 
fix of that ſe having abjured it, were condemned rowalk 
in proceſſion barchead and barefoot with white ſheetes a- 
bout them, and burning torches in their bands ; Before the 


month was ended, more were found, and more executed, 


Nine beheadedgand foure burnt,nothing bur fire and ſword 


could repreſſe the ſeditious fury of that fanaticall ſeQ, 
Abonr this time twaProphets of 4{znfter, [eames of Kemp, 


& 1cb1: Mathias of Midleborough,were ſent by Tobn of Leyden 


into Hollandyto raiſe there 2 party for him; 1ames of Kemp he 
had made Gouernour of Amfierdem where he had as much 


right tocommandas in Menfier, Their comming to »Am- 


frat, to returne in Septem/er,ro confirmethe people in the 
Emperours obedience : ln his way he viſired Leyden, Harlem, 


ard Dele, and having callcd the Burgeſſes of the Cities, he 
cor.cluded the d: ſtruftion of a'] '! e Analaptiſis. Bring come. 


to Anſterram' he ſe.'r frrtle M giſtrates, chid them orie- 
vouſly for buirg tco.rcr1ifſc in exc curions , and preſently 
committed rwo noted eAn4eptifls; Upon which a ramonr 
being ſpread inthe City, that the night afrer, two hundred 
ſhould be taken and ſent - bound to the Hegbe, there to bee 


ayiſtrates railedthe trained bink of 


ferdam raiſed new tumu'ir-, which c-uſed the Earle of Hoeh-- 


wg "a 4: ro Stn » "Son 


exccmed,2 great mulrirude aroſe towards night,and flood in 


of the q 
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armes about the tou-Houſe; The Magiſtrates raiſed the trai- 
ned bands, and came reſolved to fall upon them, but bloud- 


ſhed was prevented by the wiſe and moderate counſel! of 
two of the beſt, who undertooke to ſend them whom wirh 
good words, and ſo they did 3 for having ated them why 
rhey affembled themſelves in the night in fuch a comulruous 
ary" the nay ny ng that they mow! not be 
taken ſleeping in thei ; agiſtrares promiſed u 

their faith and credit, that they ould receive no has, 
and ſo they were quieted and disbanded: Bur this uproare 
did ſo fright the Count of Hechſffrate,that he withdrew him- 


; felfe pre catly. 


All theſe were but preludes toa greater miſchiefe wrought 


! chiefly by char pernitiou inftrument [41s of Kemp,who lay 
hid in Amſterdam fix months,appearing only in the 
- to keepconenticles ſeducing rhe people: Herein he was 
| ſtrongly ſeconded by /ohn Geles, ſent by tobn of Lezden,cobe 
| alcader of the windring brethren ro Munfter,as we ſaid be 
_ fore, and tar expeRation made Aſuzfter hold ſo long. 


nighe, 


But /0b- Geles being come to Fryze and Holand, found no 


wandring Iſr:el inthe deſart, as it was reported in Munſter, 
wh rcforc he went to theCities,where he made a great par- 


| t\, andcauled feverall inſurreQions,and yet was not ſeen in 
| aiy for a long time. 


In [enu37y 15 35.it was diſcovered that the eAnabaptifie 
hada p'or to ſet Leyden on fire by night,and although timely 


no ice was given, fire was ſet in ſeverall- places of the towns 
the houſes were ſearchel, and the ad + of the conf; piracy 


were taken together in one houſe, fifteene men and five wo- 
men, the men were beheaded, the women drowned. 
The next month the A4nboptifs plaid a mad pranke in 


eAmfterdem, In a womans houſe, whoſe huſband was gone to 
the weſt Indies;(even men and five women of that Fat had 


F:3, a 
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2 meet! 


ng. One of them Theodorer a Taylor,whobore him- 
ſelfe for a Proper, fell flat to the ground, and prayed wirh 
ſuch yehemency, that he ſcared all the affiſt.nrs our of rheir 
wits: Then riſing,as it were Our of an extacy,l[ have (een (ſaid 
be) God inhis Majeſty,and have ſpoken wich him, was rape | 
up to heaven, then I deſcended into hell, and there ſearched 
every cornerithe great day of the laſt judgement is coming : 
& rhou (ſpeaking ro one of the comp iny)art curſed for ever, 
thou arr not good enough for hell,r] ou ſhalt be caſt into the 
borromleſle pit. Then the poore condemned manyfel on his 
knees, craving pardon,and the Prophet pardoned himy8& an- 
nounced him a ful remiſſion of all his fins. Again inthe night 
they met in the ſame plzce,cthe women having left their bu(- 
bands a bed: After foure hours ſpent in praying 8& teaching, 
theProphet being armed,Cap 4 pes (for in theſe Canonicall 
robes he pre:ched) firſt,pur off his head-peece,then his cor(- 
let,then his ſword,then his garments, and his very ſhirr, and 
threw all inro rhe fire : , thenhe communded the compa- | 
ny in autbority of a Prapher to dothe like, and fo they did, | 
women and all, leaving nor ſo much asa haire-lace to tye up 
their ſcattere1 hare, no covering to the body, no ſhelter ro 
ſhame;for ſo was the Ptophers plecaſure,rhat they ſhou'dc:ft 
away all that cameour of theearrh,&burne ir as a ſacrifice of 
ſweer ſavor unto God:yer you may think that the burnirg of 
ſo many clothes,veel ied no very (ſweet ſavor ; & it was frch 
that ir awaked the Miſtris of the houſe, thar knew nothing of 
this meeting, and made her riſe ro ſeeke where the burning 
was, for that ſmcl! made her afraid thar the fire was inher 
ſhop,which was of wollen drapery : Being come to the place 
ſhe ſaw eleven naked bedies, and the Prophet commanded 
her to bur off her cloaths, and ſer them in the fire,which ſhe 
did :rthen the Prophet comm inded rÞem all to follow him 
and do as he would do, and ſo ruſhed ito the ſtreer, ſtarke 
naked,and all his diſciples after him,running and crying hor- 
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ribly through the towns Woc,woe,wookthe divine vengeance, 
the divige vengeance: Whereby they bur the whole town in 
an uproarexthe people thinking that the town was ſurprized by 
ſoneenemy;they were all taken buc one women that ſlipt our 
of the way, and were brought to the Magiſtrate, and as they 
| Roodnaked in a full court,they could never be perſwaded net- 
ther by commands, nor threatnings, to but on garments, 
which were offered them, ſaying, that they muſt have no co- 
veringfor they were the niked truth. They were kept a while 
in priſon till the great conſpiracy,two months after,and then 
were exccuted:theM iſtris of the houſe where the conventicle 
was kepr,was hanged before her own doores. 

In March,a thouſand men of thar 1e,came out of Haimault 


to Holland, and were repulſed in tune before they gathered 
more ſtrength. 


The ſame month,three hundred Anabaptiſts fell upon the 
| Monaſtery of Bolſperd in Frize, riflcd it, pulled down the 
| Church, and trampled the Euchariſt vn Jer their feer. Geo ge 
| Shenk agreat man of Frize,hearing of ir,gathered preſently a 
conſiderable number of his tenants and neighbours, and met 
the Rebels, offcring impuniry to all bur ten. They anſwered 
that they would all live and dye together, and fo theydid3for 
tley endured a ſiege in the ruines of the Monaſtery, where 
they were all killed,or taken,and executed after,ſaving only 
threeſcore and two men that fled. 
The frequent ſeditions,in all parts ef Holand were hardly 
repreſt with frequent executions,for Joh Geles was raiſing ſe- 
dirions from City to city,to frame a party for hisKing. A cun- 
ning plotting projeftor he was, and by his leading the Mona- 
ſtery of Boiſwerd was taken: his intent was togo with his troop 
to Munfter,and gither more ftrength as he went :. Bur being 
defeated by Jeorge Sbenk he fled ro Amfterdam,changed bis 
name,and went for a Merchant; For by the ſeverall confeffi- 
ons of many that were cxecuted for ſedition,the name of Geles 


was 
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fafions of Holard and Prize. 
[athat Ciry he found many fir ſubjeQs for his deluſions, 
| to whom hetold wonders af che new Kingdom of righte» 
oulſneſle at Mduxfter, their liberty ot life,their pilladging of 
Churches, andenriching themlclves with the ſubſtance of 
the ungodly, and ofthe great deſignes of their King,and the 
propheſies of the prop gation of his Kingdom in the world. 
By ſuch diſcourſes he filled the minds of the people with 
| a frantique zeale,and made them long to be fingering of the 
| Chalices and Plates of Churches, & rob the Silver & Gold 
ſ ofthe Egyptians. There was then one Hemy Goetbelt inthe 
own, 2 ſtrong man, that had much followed rhe 
| wars,and had got a great reputation of valour: this man was 
| won by the «Anabepteſts, and made by Geles his affociate 
and parrner of all his counſels. 
And becauſe Geles was in great feareto be knownby his 
right name(ſor the only changing of his name by the laws of 


the Country was puni ſhuble bv death)he was perſwaded by 
| his friends togo to theCourt of BrabaentySc rhere conteſle bus 


fault,and buy his p:rdon (which be mizht well, for be had 
brought a great ſumme of money our of Maſter) and then 
returge and converſe freely and opeulv, with his owne 
name, and have more liberty and oppettunity te bring his 
defignes to aRion. 
He went then tothe Court,where Maryof Porta- 
ed, ſiſter to Charles the fifth, was Governefſcof the ſeven- 
teen Provinces and ſped fo well, that not oncly he obtained 
his pardon, bur got a great truſt inthe Courr, promiſing co 
, deliverthe Cirvof Adunfter to the Eraperour. Tathit effi 
he got a commiſſion under the great Seale, with a good fum 
of money;to leavy fouldiers for that ſervice. 

' Havingthwcozenedthe Courrhe returned to Amfterdaw, 
t@ coeca the Magiſtrates, who ſceing his commiſſion, _ 
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the greatnefle of the defigne, woulu emulate the truſt repo» 
ſed upon him by their Superiors, and ſhewed him much fa- 
vour, he took his lodging inthe Spiniſh ordmary,conſerted | 
with mcnof that nation, and Religion, gave faire words tb 
all, which made the Magiſtrates ſecure, and himſclte un- 
ſuſpected. 

He made ſuch uſe of that liberty,that ina ſhort time he 
had contrived a moſt politique enterpriſe;to make himſclte 
Maſtcrof the city. In a night meeting, he announced to his 
brother-hood the Oracle of Henry Helverſumthar God had 

iven to the King of 5:0», Lmſterdemypreſel, and Davemer, 
Er the firſt fruits of his raigne over the world, perſwading 
them that to invade Amfterdars was an eafie matter, having 
to doe with a few idle bellies, and that they had a faire op- 
rtuuity at hand, tokill rhcm all together inthe towne- 
ſe, the twelfth of the inſt nt May,1 day kept teftivall by 
ancient cuſtome, by the ſociety of the Croſſe, who uſed to 
make a great feaſt at nigl.r in te towr-!'ouſe, and invite all 
the Magiſtrates,and men or m. are of c:e City,1nd there to 
moſt part of the night in cri: king, and !ooking npon 
re-workes * That day then was deſigned for the enterpriſe, 
and their enemies noted and deſigned for re fl :yghter, and 
the richeſt houſcs already ſhared among them? they appdin- 
ted for the (i prall of their rifing,tte rirging of the bell-inrhe 
town-houſe, before they pred, /0bn Geles gave to everpond 
2 Ducat for a bond of fociery and ſecrecy, 'He and Hewy 
Goettelit were to be the leaders. . ' + TP 
Theappointed night being come, ſonie '{nabepteſhs were! 
vpbeforethe ſignall, which thb reſt Tooking for, ſtayed (6) 
long that the enterpriſe was diſappointed: > the ſame day), 
the bel'=rope iya< raken our of the way by a drunken fello 


= by an admirable providegee of God, warching for d 
lafety of the City, an gona ho Yiho foo, yy” 
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, © that the 4=abaytifis were up in armes, left theiy- 
ſport and went home. Yet the Magiſtrates were ſo long con- 
ſilting,that they were almoſt ſurpriſed by their enemies who 

ruſhed with colours flying,and drums beating,into the tewn 

houſe,and killed ſome of the Sergeants and waiters,& made 
the maſter _ _ _ to goout of _ Aldermans 
ace ro ſave their lives. Then comming tothe great place 

Shire the bonefires were burning, they ores \ ny 

that they might give more terrour , and ſhot undiſcertied 

upon the multitudeghey killed many in-the darke with bul- 
lets, which they had poyſoned for feare of failing, and. the 

Burgmaſter Peter (117 qo. ny ro encounter them with 

a Troop of Citizens, was by them flaine, and his men pur to 

flight. Then one G:ſw1n,a man of great authority inthe City, 

and one that had valour and skill in war, commanded that 
the firectes ſhould be ſtopt with great facks of Hops, heaped 
up tobe inſtead of gabions,againſt che ſhot of the Arabepriſts; 

And becaule hetruſted not 1n the fearefull and unexperien- 

ced Citizens, he called volunteeres, to whom he promiled a 

Moneths pay for thar dayes ſervice ; By that meanes he got 

many. that had ſcene warre. before, and made a gallant 

company. bo 
The night being darke, he could attempt nothing till day, 
only he tooke an order thar all the waies to the market place. 

(where the Azsbaptifis ſtood in armes) ſhou!d be flopt,2nd 

that the reſt of the people ſhould keepe at home without , 

noiſe: this order frighted the Anabaptiſis,ſceing no hope to 

de affifted by their brethten,who for want of the fignal of the 
hefl were not come, 8 now ig was too late for them to come, 
the wayes being ſopr, and having loſt the firſt opportunity 
of the fright of the people, who now were come fo theme 
ſelves, and Rood upon their defence. Then Goetbetit {aid to 

Gels, this was wy feare, that beginoing rhisenterpriſe with 

ſo ſew, we ſhould come ſhort of it (foe they ——_ 


g of the ; fnebapriff: _ 4F. 
fotty) now aff thar we have to do 16 ro dye like men. Nay; 
(fayd Geler)if you will belexve aPropher,we ſhall be maſters 
of the Ciry before to morrow tet: of che clock : then they 
fungPſalmes all nightzat the breake of day, rhe people pcr* 
etiving them, began to ſhoote at them, which mudethem 
retire into the rown-houſe,and there keepe ſtrong ; che peo- 
ple brought ordinance: before it,and were ready ro have b:t- 
tered it down, but Goſwix would try firſt toafſſault the doore, 
which was done with effect, although the Anabeptifis fought 
it out ſtoutly, and but twelveof them were t ken, the refk 
waSkil'd and Goeetbel:t,one of them [ohn Geles that wouldbe = 
any means cozen the hangman of his fees, got upon a little 
iceple where the gown bell hung, and gave a faire marke to 
the ſouldiers below who ſhoe him thorough, where of he fell 
down dead inrothe place, The priſoners were exccu:cd. and 
ſome more of the town, and ſome living wirhour the gates, 
who uarieg (hooting off guns, were come to pillage the 
City,ſuppoling that it was taken. Two women were hanged, 
and two drowned for poy the bullers : miny more 
fince were executed,and amongſt orhers, ſome of thoſe that 
danced the Antique Maſque of naked men and women,and 
2 women and her fonne, for receiving /ames of Kemp, con- 
trary to the order of the Magiſtrate. For it had been proclai- 
med in the town, that whoſnever ſhou'd harbour him, and 
rot diſcover him before night, ſhould be hanged ar his door, 
but he that ſhould diſcover him ſhould have a great reward, 
He was found hid in a heape of curves,and executed with ig- 
hominy,having a two horned miter on his head, becauſe he 
played thee Biſhop.Hicrougne was cur off, wherewith he had 
preached ſedition, and his hand where with he baptized 
withour authority. 
A lirtle before the great p'ar, foureteene had conſpired 
when a ſolemne proceffion ſhould go over the bridge, © 
throw che Euchariſtand themrhat carried it,down the bridg 


r 
G2 into 


_ the water, the plot was deteeu, and the Authoun | 


- 
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executed. 
lohn Geles had warned three hundred men of Jſe{ſwix,to 
meet him at«Amſterdem,rhree or foure dayes after the inteny 
ded cnterprize, intending with that garriſon to keepe the 
rown; They came neare it, but hearing how matters went 
with their bret2ren) they diſperſed themſeves preſently, and 
returned home by teverall wayes: He had appointed more 
brethren from feverall places, to come at acertaine day z 
but they hearing the ill ſuccefle of their tribe, rooke their 
_ way intoE22/and,in two ſhips, and here it ſeemeth they have 
Rayed ever fiuce. 
 Andnowthe heart of that fation was broken in all the 
Low (ountries,for they left not ſearching and executing, in 
every City til all thar generation was extin& or brought ſo 
| Jow that they left ploting. Ten yeares after, ſome reliques 
of that faQion would offer to ſtir at Leyder,the authors being 
taken and examined, confeſt that rhe «Anababtifts had cho- 
ſen a King who was not crowned yer, and was to ſucceed 
John of Leyden, and another to be his high Treaſurcr, and 
that both were at Vtrecbt. Both were aprehended,and ke 
ſ>me months in priſon. Among other exploits of that _ 
Qed Kit, he had brought his wife into-a wodd, and there 
killed her, that without interruption he might lye with her 
d.ughtcr, and had Jately cur a young wenches throat leaſt 
ſhe ſhould dere& him; good ſtore of Plate was found in his 
houſe,moſt of icChw ch Plate: It ſeemes that pirtybegan to 
m-ke a ſtock for a new Kingdome, the King and his Tre:- 
furer were burgr, Tl-at-was the laſt ſparke of that faction 


- in ci:ole places till our times. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Of the Anababtiſts of Suitzerland,endothen places, © 


He South of Germazy, was not free from thar ſeR, at 
Zurick my _ to pick a quarrel with the Miniſters, 
who did their belt ro reduce them with reaſon and mild- 
neſle, for eight or nine weeks together, they conferred with 
them every Tueſday,and being overcome in diſpurc,they fled 
to revelations,their ordinary ſanRuary, falling into a rrapce 
before the company, and when they waked out of it,ſaying 
that they had a revclat ion,that the doQtrine of Z «:nplius was 
damnable,and eAnabaptrſme toly, and that the day of judge- 
ment ſhould be wichin two yeares. Dayly they prophecyed 
inthe market place, girded abour with a rops, or a weethy 
calling the chieteMiniſter of the place(7ohn Gaft:o)the anct- 
ent dragon, and his Colleagues the heads of the Dragon; 
boaſting of their holinefle(:v!11ch conſiſted much in the tea- 
ching the rich men community of goods) and crying in the 
| ſireers Woe,woe,woe, to the City of Zurick-ſome went fo 
f:r,as to give forty dayes time toZurick,as lonas did roNine- 
vieafter which it muſt be deſtroyed. After a long pacience 
of the Magiſtrate,thcy were put in priſon,where they were 
again convented in confcrerce by the Miniſters, and mal.y 
rimes cendutted by their keepers toa publike meeting where 
all the peop!c migit heare rhe conference. Finding them- 
ſelves ſhort of reaſon and confuted by Scriptureathey would 
anſwer that what they could not prove by reaſon and Scrip-, 
turethey would prove by their bloud. Thus ten conferences 
were befd, and rwo of rhem in the Church, every, confe- 
rence laſting rlyee lh they got ſo much difcredit 
3 ww 
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ir can'e that the number of cheir ſeRarits decreaſe 
mich, 2nd the Senate proclaimed, that if any ſhould cebap- 
tize ſuch as were b ptrzgd already, he ſhould be drowned. * 
And fo, many were baptizcd the third time, and Zwrick was 
in pcace. ' EY 
The Genius of that ſe& was every where alike, for they 
went from city tocity where they heard that reformation 
was received, ( not to any Popiſh town ) and whereſoever 
they came, they preſently troubled the Stare, and filled all 
with clamour and ſedition.By them was the town of Fa/zut 
miſerably ranſacked,and all the Inhabitants driven away out 
of their poſſeſſion: : The like they were like to have done ar 
wormes,at Anſbargar Bazellat Shefwſeat Berne,atLaceras,at 
Paſſaw, 1 will not we ry the reader' with all theſe paflages, 
their aQionsat Munſter and Amſierdemare ſufficient to give - 
a CharaRer of that ſe, and I aime at no more (rmine ab 
» @#:0diſceomnec, I will adde but a few more of their maximes, 
and ſome paſſiges of their behaviour;obſerving go order of 
time,for my authours obſerve none. 
It was their conſtant doctrine every where, that women 
Ich. Gaffio muſt be common. Three reaſons they had well worthy to be 
Liþ .2 .con regiſtred ro raany'+ to perſwade honeſt women to profti- 
17% Ga-rute their bodyes, if they would be ſaved. The firſt was, that 
baptfa2 Chriſtians muſt renounce thoſe things which they love beſt, 
p10. and therefore women muſt renounce their beloved honeſty. 
The ſecond,that for Chriſt ſake we muſt undergo any kind 
of infamy : The third reaſon was, that the Publicans and 
harlors ſhall go before the Phariſces in the Kingdome of ' 
heaven. Lying wich orher women than their wives, thev cal- . 
led ſpirituall marriages, and under that title they world lye 
ſho, Gaftis with neeces and fiſters. With that doArine they had ſeduced 
ih. 1 -p. 31, tWO fiſters maidens at Saint G+Vby Zareck;Ag _—_ 
were rebaptized they beirg x bed, two ſpiriruall hucbatde * 
<ame te them and lay with thepa,but with ſuch feeyent m_ & 
aaron that 


of the ned abtifts. 8 
thatedey krake.cbe bottome of rhe bed-ffead our $'the noſe 
wheratawaked the people of the houſe, who comming up 1n 
baſte found tw ſpirirul] weddings in onebroken bed. 
They had 2 maine reaſon for community of women, that 
as Chriſtians are all one ſpirit, they muſt alſo be all-one 
body, which ir ſeemeth they had learned of the (arpor74ts- . 

8%5, * who held the ſame doctrine, as their doQrine of re- nd pl 0.v, 
baptizing ſeemeth to be an offering of the old Hemerobap- 
$i: 4a chat were baptizcdevery daygnr the b Marcionster,that , 1, 1, 
received three baptiſmes. My Auchor (zith,that theſe two row, p c 19, 
re maidens of Sr. Gd, betore they were eAnabaptiſis,had b 1dem 1.x, 
n much ſollicited, and could never be wonne, 111! they Tom .z. 
yere per{waded to be whores for conſcience ſake. 
In the ſame rown, one of that ſe& being in his Propheti- 
call mod, called his farher, mother, brother, and ſiſters, 
commanded his brother to kneel down, & then he cur off his 
head with one blow, which done, the will of God isdone, 
ſaid he, and ran outof doores to the Burgmaſter , to whom 
he ſaid, I announce unto thee the day of rhe Lord, meaning 
the day of Aſcenſion at hand, in the yeare 1541. A day 
which two yearcs before they had forctold ſhould be rhe 
dy pf- judgement ; But the Burgmaſter announced him his 
day of ju. Jgement,and he was executed as he deſerved. 
lt werean endlefſe raske ro reherſe their ſeverall erroves; 
which becauſe all among them were preachers,could nor but 
maltiply 1» finitum : They held among other things chat 
rebaptized men cannot finne, becauſe they are chul- 
dren, that all Miniftcrs that hold Church livings, are from 
the Devil! : Thar the Apoltles had nothing prop=r,but went | 
from heuſe ro houſe, fome would ſay that they had no need: » 
of the Lords Prayer, becauſe they prayed by the Spirits ma- 
ay denyed the God-head of Chriſt, and for thattwo were 
ecmred at Nevfchaftel, In Merevis efpecially that opinion 
wes veveived, which country decaule of the ma 4 


from beayen > and that her table ſhould flow wich 
milke and honey, In that confadeace ſhee laid the cloath - 
and invited her neighbours , who. were ſo fi'ly as to 
come ; Then the good woman fell. to prayers , to fetch 
Manna and Quailes from heaven, bur none came, and 
the neriglibours pur T their knives , and went home ha- 
ving had long graces, bur no meat. Another woman had 
- a revelation that God would keep her alive without my 


- 


and ſhe faſted todeath. . 
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Under pretenice of. childiſh innocency , they played 
many mad prankes , one having kept his nr _ = 
ſtore many dayes, powred it 1nto the fireete , and tur- 
ned himſelfe naked into ir, ſaying, for his reaſon, 
that unlefſe wee be made like Iittle children , we can- 
not enter into the Kingdome of heaven. Orhers for the 
ſame reaſon, would ride naked upon fticks and hobby- 
borles , like children in great c.mpanies , and woui n 
. would runnaked with them, and chen inpure innocency 

they lay together, and ſo in the end it proyed childrens 
'plav indeed. 

Mad feats might have been ſuffered or repreſt with 
milde courſes , but their generall deſigne to pull down 
all Magiſtrates, and kill all the ungodly, that is, all 

that were none of their Se , provoked the juſt ſe- 
verity of the Princes and Common-wealths againſt 


them ; and for twenty yeares , many thouſands of 
them were killed, burned, and drowned. till their re- 


liques were ſo contemptible , tha they were let alone for 
compaſſion. | 
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CHAP. VII. 
The Paſſage of Anabaptiſme «to England. 


Frer the Anabaptiſts had miſt the enterprize of Ame 
jterdem, in the yeare 1535. two ſhip-loads of that ill 
w.re were blowne over 1nto En;lend,and then it ſeemes the 
fiens of that curſed Rock were ſer in our Land,where find- 
ing a r-nck (oyle they mulriplied wonderfully. Indeed the 
growth of that weed appeared nort- much for many yeares 
after, bur inthe meane while it was working a deep root 
under ground , Radice ad T artars tewait , for it was long 
betoze Non-conformity was growne intoa perfeft eAz4- 
bapteſme 5 and I charitably-belecve that many that inpugned 
the Orders of our Church iatcnded not ro have gone fo far. 
Bur it 1s good re obſcrve what exceſſes the mindes are lead 
into by their zeale 1n that cauſe, that perceiving the end of 
Satan we may take heed of tis wayes. For Bullengers ob- 
ſervation of the eAwabaptifts holds good with our Schiſmae 
z1ckes, that their begnneey was to pull downe Biſhop,sbue 
theirend proved to be the pulling downe of Magiſtrates. 
I nnderrake rot to marke all the fanaticall men , and 
2{l the a&ions and enterpriſes that had a reliſh of the zeale 
of Munſter , I will ſtay onely upon one notorious paſ- 
ſage, where the tull, growne, and ripe eAnabaptiſme is ap- 
arant. 
f In the yezre 1591. when Vdal, wipgiuton, and others 
were impriſoned for Herefie and Sedition, a conſpiracy 
ras made for the delivering of them , killing the Lords in 
the Star-chamber, and depoſing or killing the Queeneas it 
appeareth by cl:e examination of the contrivers which ſtands 


pon 


of the Anabaptiſts. Þ: 
upon Record ; and the motive of rhat conſpiracy conteſt 
by Arthington was, That ber Highneſſe was worthy tobe depri- 
ved for gruing countenance to Beſboys , which Vaall called, 


Thrufting of Jeſu Chriſt out of his owne rule and govern- 
ment. 


The chiefe headsof the conſpiracy , were Hacket, eAr- Sethe Book 
90, wa and Coppenger , three prophets ſo like John of of Conſyr aey 
L 


eyden, Knipperdeling,and Tuiſcocurer, that a Pythagorician for 


would have ſworne that the ſoules of the three firſt had Kdvrmers- 


bur made a tranſmigration into the bodies of the three 
othcrs. 

Hacket, as John of Leydex wasthe grand prophct, and 
King of righteouſnefle that muſt depole all Kirgy, and rule 
over the whole world, the Angell ſent with a tanne in his 
hand to ſeparate the good from che bad. As John of L-yden 
called himſelfe the ſonne of Dvd, and the ſonne of God, 


Hacket would ſay, that himſelfe br pvgiriar Chriſt, and was 


2 partner both of his Othce and of his glorified body: yer 
the condition and breeding of both was knowne, and much 
alike. John of Lezden a Taylour, Hacket abroken Milft. r, 
borh ignorant, both lewd livers, and much given to women, 
borh projeting to themſelves a temporall kingdome , by 
am32ing the ſimple pcople with bold prophecies, and a fa- 
culty of extemporary prayer: both preaching the ſame Do- 
Qrine ot equality in Church and State, and putting down 
all rule and authoriry but their owne , and for concluſion 
of conformity, both hanged in the firſt yeare of theie 
reigne. 


> Copprnger and Arthington were the ſame to Hacket , as 


on,primed by 
anthorny, es 
the yeure, 
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Kiipperdoling and Te:ſcocurer wereto Jobn of Leyaen,pro- ; 


plcts ſent by him, yet employedro anoint him King of I(- 
ral, A-191agtoz the prophet of Mercy, Coprenger . 8 pro- 
p:et of Judgement : The firſt like ro Trerſcorwrer the orher 
to Knipyerdoling , all periendling the will of te hea nly 

bh punts 
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crended 
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Father for every ungodly and-abſurd motion of theirs, cal- 


ling for tignes and teales from heaven, boaſting of extraor- 


dinary callings and enlightnings in ſpirit , and cor.firming 


their Dorut not by proving , but by ſwearing and cur- 
ſing of themlelves. 

After they had beene long p!otting and negociating by 
Jetters and pr v'te mectings to lertle their Re orm tion by 
popular tu-yulr, One day beingthe 16:0f July 1591. they 
ſer themſe.ves ſcriouſly to the cxecution,and thus they pre- 
pared themſelves for it. Copprnger and Arihington kneeled 
downe by Hacker's bed-ſide , himſelfe being a bed ; Cop- 
p1nger being enflamed with zealc our of a{l meaſure, off=- 
red unto God hrs, and his p rtners obedience , to doe as he 
ſhould dire& them by his ſpirit, having already done fo 
much as was enjoyned them ; whercupon Hs. ket came out 
of his bed,and praved with them in his ſh'rt twicethat che 
ſpirit br direQ them : after Hackers arter prayer, (op- 
prnger offcred to go on in bis,but the ſpirir moved Av thrag. 
ton to interrupt him, and tocharge him in the name of the 
Lord Jcſus, to ariſe and anoint the King with the | oy 
G':oft : Whercupon Coppringer ſtraightway. roe vp, and 
thr: e times kiſſed the bord+ under hus feer,, riſing up afrer 
evcry time, and making great reverence with bou e2 ke» 
and afrer rhe third time came towards Hacket in hi. bed, 
whoput out his hand, and rocke Ceppragerby the band, ard 
f:id, To ſhall not need to anoint me, for have Lees alredy 
anciuted in heaven by the holy Ghoft bimſelſe, Then Copprin- 
ger a kid him what his pleaſure was ro be dote, Goe 10ur 
w7 lath (aid be) and tell them 11 th- (ty that Chriff Fer 
is come with bs fanne in hic hand to jadgethe earth, And if 
ary man askeyou where he 18, tell them he lteth at Wikis 
heuſe /y Broken-wharfe , and if they will wot Hel-eve me, 
!.t them come and kill me if they can, fir at trueh yg (hrift 


Jeſus tis in beacen , ſo truch 15 be conie to judge thener'd ; 
- Thea 


went forward ro their worke , beginning at the very houſe 
where Walker [2y te proclaime thar Chritt Jeſts was come, 
and ſo went on by #atling-flreet and Old-change towards 
Cheapſiae, crying alou1 the ſame words,and adding of their 

| Owne, Repent Expland, Repent. | 
By the Croſſe of (eapſide the mighty concourſe of t''s 
people flocking to ſuch a novelty as to heare two prophters 
1n theſe dayes, ſo ſtopt tnem that they to be heard and ſecn 
got them up into an empty Cart thar ſtood there, and our 
of that choyce pu'pit for ſuch a purpoſe , they mide rheir 
preachment unto the people, wherein,befides the words of 
their former cry, they went more p2rticularly over the Of- 
fic? and calling of Hectet, bow he repreſe: t :d Chriſt, be- 
ing parrner of his glorious Body , of his p iacipall Spirit, 
and of his Office, of ſevering thegood from the b1d witke 
his far' e in his hand : That hee was ſenr ro eſtabliſh tle 
Goſpell in Ewrop', *ndbring in the pure Diſcipline, and 
thar preſently : Thar themſclves were two prophets , the 
one of Mercy, the other of Judgement, extraordinarily cal- 
le by GoJto affiſt him in rthi« great w: rke, and were wit- 
neſſes of theſe thing; co: firming the ſame upmn their own 
ſ:lvation, and wiſhing themſclves confounded and damned 
for ever it theſe things were not true. Then one of rhem 
ronounced mercy, "rear comfort, and unſpzakeable joye”, 
to all that ſhnuld rep>nt preſent ly.be obedienr,and embrace 
this accept 'ble meſſ ge and opportunity offered - and t' e 
or her denounce] terrible juJgements if thev rep-nred nor, 
dreſſing h1s rhreatnings eſp=cially ro t''e Ciry of Londen, 
affirming that they that beleeve | them nor were conJemned 
b1 iv an1 ſoule. They further delivered ureo the peop'e 
that Racket was King of Earope (deeming likely, that E«- 
Fope was all rhe world, for at nther rimes they called him 
King of rhe earth) and ſo ought to be acknowledged and 
<= 4s H 3 obcycd : 


of the AnbuptIfto. o- 


Then Coppinger (aid, It ſt;ould be done forttwirh,and both = 


a denddndfien. diode ld... oat 
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obeyed: That all Kings muſt hold of him, aud that the 
Qucenes Majefty had forfeited her Crowne, and was wors- 
thy to be deprived. Laftly,they pr:yed to God to confound 
two great Lords of her Majefties Councell,with a certain 
Knight, _—_ them openly of treaſon. 

They would have preached and prayed longer,had not a 


Gentleman of (oppingers acquaintance pulled him downe 
from thecarr;, and forced both him and Arthragten to take 
houſe in the next Taverne, where they Rayed rot long, but 
went by back-waies preaching as before,Copprager to Paulſ- 
hare, eArthington to. Hackets lodging in Broken-wh arfe, 
where he was ſtayed by a wiſe Citizen, and there ſeeing 
AMacket coming towards himyhe ſaid , Here cometh the King 
of the earth, 


This ftrange accident being ſpeedily brought to her Ma- 
jeſties cares, then lyivg at Gree-wich, rwo of her honoura- 
| ble Counſell were preſently diſpatched to Loxdon, and the 
three prophets were apprehended and brought before them 
and others at rhe Lord Mayors houſe : But they would nor 
ſhew any duty or reverence to thoſe Honourable Perſons, 
not fo much as by putting off their hats, which duty was 
performed by others that pluckt their hars from them,and 
asked them whether they knew before whom they ſtood, 
to which they anſwered , That they knew them right w. ll, 
bur would yeeld them no reverence , becauſe themſelves 
were greater perſons. Yet eAribington that was ſo ſcrupur 
Jous to yeeld any reverence to the Queenes Counſell and 
Officers, at one time when he ſaw Hacket , fell on his face 
ro the ground and honoured him. , 


In their examination they ſtood very reſolute j1 theif 
tormer fancies conceived of their extranedinary callings and 
offices,and ſought to defend it by Scripevre, but more ÞY 


moſt terrible imprecations unto themſelves , praying to be 
confounded and damned if they id not truc. 


Coppring®, 
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Copp nee ſoone after his firſt examination, finding the 
event of things not to anſwer their expeAations , and that 
the matter was ſomewhat warmely taken, as there was good 
cauſe,finding alſo that their writings and letters were inter- 
cepred , whereby their dealings and deſignes were fully 
brought to light © began either voluntarily out of craft, or 
in earneſt through anxtety of mind , to behave himſelfe as a 
diſtrated mn ; infomuch as coming at one cime tobe ex- 
amiaed, and finding Hacket there, at his ſight he preſently 
roared our in a very ſtrange and horrible kind of voyce 3 
which Hacket willing to turneto the beſt,ftraightway ſaid, 


It was no marvell that Coppinger did fo behave bimſelfe, 
for he bad gruen him over already unto Satax. 


Upon further examination of Hacket , it was proved a« 
gainſt him that he had defaced the Q 1eenes Armes, which 
him(ſelfe did confefle, ſaying, that he was moved kereunto 
by the ſpirit, and ro take away the whole power of her au- 
chority : being a: ked why hee pur cut the eyes of the Dra- 
ons and Lions, Supporters of the Q:1cenes Arme<s, he ma- 
iciouſly — _ _ ons and Fr did fli& Gods 

le 3 but his chiefe choller was diſcharged upon the 
Croſſe on the top of the Crowne,which he bad 40d ate 
out. It was proved alſo that he had ſt:bbed her Majeſties 
piture at the heart, and ſatd, that he had greater matters to 
anſwer then that, And himſelfe confeſt rhat hee had ſent 
Copptnger and eArthington to declare and publiſh rhat there 
lay a man #n \Walker< houſe named Hacket which made claim 
to the (Towne of Erglaid, and ihat ber Majeſly had forfeited 
ber Crowne, 

For theſe and the like treaſonable words and atinns, he 
wa* condemned to be hanged, drawne, and qu-r'ered like a 
trairour. To the exhertations made tohim inthe priſon re 
Tepent,and truſt inthe mercy of God through Jefus Chrift, 

he anſwered blaſptemies. Being under tlie Gibbet in Nead 


of 
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of asking God and the Queene forgivenefſe as hee was defi- 
red, he railed againft her Majeſty and curſed her,then adreſt 
himſelfe to God wich a moſt cxecrable ſpeech, calling him- 
ſelfe the true Jehovah, ind threatning God to fire the heavens, 
4nd teare him from bis Throne wi th bi baxds, if he delivered 
beim not. Then turning towards the Executioner, «Ah thes 
baſtard hild (laid he) #ilt ihou hang William Hacket th 


King ? Then he reproached and threatned God againe moſt 
horribly, and ſo was turned off. 

Copprnyer having wil'ully abſtained from meat ſeven or 
eight dayes together , died in Bredewel/, and Arthington 
remained priſoner inthe Counter , and acknowledged his 
fault. : | 

By theſe mens aQtions,examinarions and letters<,it appea- 
reth that they azmed to a deſtruction ofthe State , and that 
whentbey thus declared themſelves in publique,and enticed 
the pcople with the promiſe of that popular and defired di- 
ſcipline., they verily expeRed that the whole Commons 6f 
the City would have ſuddenly joyned with thein ; and they 
were likely-enough to have got numbers, for there was then 
a mutrering ſpread abroad, that the multitude was erflam 
with zeale,ready to lend an hundreth thouſand hands for the ad 
vaucement of therr cauſe, Bur God who ſtilleth the raging 
of waters, andthe tumult of people, did fruſtrate them 
of their exp:Qation. By the letters of Copprager it apper 
reth that they intended to make new Counſellersof State 
and Wipginton the Malt-maker was to be one, topray and 
preach privately by her Majeſty,but Hacket had more mind 
to kill then convert her. The moſt part of the Lords ſhou'c 
have been killed, yet inthe feare of God, and with mui 
Chriſtian compaſhon, The Lord pardon their ſales (fait! 
Coppingers letter) for tn therr outward man they muſt ſuffe' 
though they repent. f 

I need nor defire the Readers to compare tl:is Hiftor) 
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of the Anabeptifts. #4 
with the a&tions ot che -1-464p11/ts in other regions 3 The 
ſame ſpirit is evident in botli, The lane mid mouds, The 
ſame cor.fidence of revelation and «xrraordinary c-limg, 
The ſame hatred of a'l rulc in Church and Strate,T: e ſame 
tumu'tuous way to inflame the muitirude with a zeale of 
Rebellion. | 

Junge pares, Of cope gradum conferre juvencor. 

I cannor paſſe ir over, thar 2 | my inſtrument of ſe- 
ducing the pcop!e to theſe rebellious fanaricall wayes, both 
in E-gland and without , was the abuſe of extemperary 
Praycr, wherein Fohnot Leyden, Hacker, and their aſfoct- 
_ ateShaving a great faculty, drew many zealous people into 
2dmiration of their perſons, and a blind obedience ro ll 
their counſels. Arthington confeſt that Hacker had wonie 
him by his faculty in praying , and himſelfe in ſhort time 
rew ſo confident in that faculty, that he would have chal- 
enged a Counſeller of Stateroa combat of Prayer before 
the Queene, to try whethcr that Counſeller was a traitour 
or no, eArihingtors drift was this. 1wil firft (aid he)begin 
to pray againſt my ſelfe, that if he be not as deeply guilty as 1 
have charged him,ther, that Gods Teppeance may preſently con- 
ſume me b.th boay and ſoule into hell for ever ; which if it 
W come to paſſe the vifory ſhall be bis, andhe returne an innc- 
cent : Then if hee dare fall downe in like ſort, and make the 
Wy ſame prazer,that the like Tengearce may fall upon hemſelfe,if 
"ſe Le ſo deeply guilty as I hate charged him, And if Gods 
Vengeaxce fall zot upon him Lefore hee depart out of ber pre- 
MJ ſexce, let me he hanged,drawne,and quartered, for labeuring to 
a empeach a Counſellers c-edit , but if he dare not thus enter the 
| it; with me before her Majeſty, let him be holden pailty\ 
O firong deluſion of the ſpirir oferrour ! I :hirik not that 


the world had cvcr heard of a praying match before that 
Ume, 


Truely, of all the oifts of the baky Ghoſt, there isnone 
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more deſirable thet thegitt of prayer, whereby the ſoule 
drawcth neere to Gol, and aſcendeth as it. were into the 
Mount of Tran-fizuration with Cl:rifty for as it appeareth, 
Luke 28.29. Mons orationis , & mons transfigurationts, 
were all one with him. Bur the Divell alſo hath bis tran(- 
fizurations of baſtard devotion, and creepeth into prayer in 
the ſh-pe ofan Angell of lighr ; Chriſt was ſpeaking of a 
kind ot devill that goeth aw+y by prayer and faſting , but 
there i- another kind of devill rchatcometh in by prayer and 
faſting, abuſing the credulous zeale of ignorant melan- 
cholly ſoules,to embrace wharſoever is preſented unto them 
under the diſguiſeof picty and humuliry. Beloved, beleeve 
not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits, whether they areof God, 
becauſe many falſe Prophets are gone out into the world, 
x Joh. 4. r. 

Alchough it be evident by this relation, and other acci- 
dents of our later experience , that the divell is now trea- 
ding upon his old footſteps 3 I expcA a great exclamati- 
-on from the oppoſcrs of our Church, as if we did them 
great wroug tocompare them with rhe A4-a4aptifts , for 
they will diſclaime theſe Teners. That young children arg 
z6t tobe baptized, That all goods maſt te common, That it « 
laafull to have many wives, and that Chriſt tcoke not flelh in 
t bewombe of the Fire Mary. I wiſh there werenot ſo ma- 
ny in England that beleeveall theſe points, -nd call in que- 
tion the Diviniry of Chrift beſte, and refuſe ro hop-ize, 
Jn the name of the Father, and of the Soane, and of the hely 
Ghoſt : But if to gratific them weecleare them from thoſe 
crrours, doe they nor jump wich the 4#abapts/is in other 
points? Adcetera pane gen ellt, 

It is true, they are divided into many Sefts,and it is [ike 
thit the pnints of Anabaptiſme arc nor all inone Set, but 
I will fet downe the maximes of Ana” aptiſme row taught & 


practiſed in England. Let every Sect know her own we 
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This is one of the prime Articic+ of rhe Creed of cle 
times, That a remporall kinggome oft Chrift 1+ co.nin 7; 
which muſt begin prefencly, and latt 2 thouſan4 ye-r- : For 
which kingdome all Kings aud Magittrices inut't be put 
down,all the ungodly muft be {1 11n,the rizhreou mutt with 
his feet in the blouy of rhe wicked, 10,4 rhe incek iu | whe 
rite the earch. This 15che fancy tl;at falierh the mean (& ſort 
of people with a furious 1nd unn i urall zerl,w'-ich breaties 
nothing bur fire and bloud + They have becne !ons looking 
upon their neighbour: lives and eſtares with ſuc'i an cyc as 
the Anabepeis caſt upon Muzfter when they came firſt 
into it, a malignant and covetous eye, deſigning their prey, 
and marking the rich to ſlaughter 3nd pillage: And now 
they are executing their long projet defignes, with the 
like fury as 4uncer and Jobs of Leyden, ſhaking off all au- 
thority,trampling downe lawes, protaning Gods ſervice,de- 
ſtroy ing temples, killing, ranſacking , and ranſoming their 
neighbours and brethren , with an eſpeciall malice againſt 
the Nobles, and Gentlemen, 1nd Gods Miniſters. So they 
were taught by the Divinity of our Apocalypticall men, 
that ſtu1ly more the future events then rheir preſent duty, 
and are more ruled by muſinterpreted Prophecies , then 
plaine precepts. | 
Aro:her main point of Antbaptiſme, is that confilence of 
ſome thar they are rulcd by the ſpirit, which mikerhthem 
d-ſpiſe al) written prayer;, all help. of ſtudy, all reaſon and 
good counſell. Why 2 all r1efe bind the ſpirit, who blov- 
erh where te lifterh;z and ſome begin ro make conſcience to 
heare and (10g Pſalmes, b:coule they are written prayers, 
which bind rhe ſpirir,c'u'ing rather to condemne r'1e word 


of God thentheir o-vn inver. tions, as ke that would not be- | -- 


leeve the Sun, becuſe ir agreed nor with his Warch. 1ohr 

of Leyd-n wonld favs T': fr if the nord of God were loft , bee 

might ſcone ſupply if with a,other, And Coppinger,ind Ar- 
INN f 2::-: thingtos 
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thingdos (aid, That they woulh prove their ſaying by the Sps 
ti God which is above bus Word, ide 7 on 

Likewiſe,this ordinary preſumptuous ſaying, Be 7x Chysff 
and finne if thou canft, meaning,that regenerate men cannot 
finne, is the very DuErine of rhe Xznabaptifts : A wretched 
Doctrine which now produceth many curſed cffc@s,making 
men finne with a high hand and without remorſe, and 
miſtake all the paſſions of rheir perverſe heart for motions 
of the holy Ghoſt. 

Theſe alfoare Anabaptiſfticall maximes, That to take the 
Communion where there 13 a profane perſon, is to partake 
with his profanenetle ; That the Lords prayer was never 
caught to be ſaid; Thar che Goſpell was never purely taught 

' fice the Apoſtles, till rheſe laſt hundred yeares ; That 
whoſoever bath a git may teach without any ordinary cal- 
ling 3 That diſtinction between Clergy and Laity is onely 
for the kingdome of Antichriſt ; That paying of Tythes 
and diſtirtion of Pariſhes is Antichriftian 5 Thar a liber- 
ty of Prop'ecying muſt be allowed toall ; That the people 
muſt have the choyce of their Miniſters 3 That thoſe M ji- 
niſtcrs ſhould rule both the Spirituall and TemporallzThar 
all i.umane Lawes-muſt be aboliſhed, for none of them(ſay 
they)binds the conſcience 3 That all policies of State muſt 

| be :ken out of the word of God ; That all diff-tences be- 
ri*ene Pirtles muſt be judged out of the judiciall Law 
of Mcſes , That Miniſters and other godly affeted ouotr 
tocſtibliſh Reformation in all Conntriesthough it were by 
force, deſtroying all that oppoſe them in it 5 Tizat the us- 
godly hve no propriety 11 tetr co0ds; That the Iſrael of 
Go mov tzke away the goods of the Egyptians; And theſe 
Bn, ed ſonable doCtrines;that a King which forſketh the truth, 
"11s nf, ſeri his right to his Crown,and ought no more to be obey- 
ons.1i9, a, ed by his SubjeRs,and that a Princethat ſuffereth the Maſe, 
@uP. 3. ought to be put down from his dignity,and put to death.. 
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Indecd,the chicfe Article of 4An«beptifine,and that which 
at this time knits the ſeverall diſagreeing SeQs togetheris 
the hatred of all Rule : Many ſay plainly with their prede- 
ceflors of Adunfter and Amſterdam, That all the Kings and 
Magiſtrates ofthe earth muſt be aboliſhed,char Chriſt may 
rule alone. Others ſay it more implicitely,ſubjeing Kings 
and Magiſtrates tothe ſercence of the Church,for the King 
in their account being but of humane right,muſt be ſubje& 
unto his Miniſters, who are of divine right : Being prepoſ- 
ſeſſed with that opinion, they ſhall never like of any Rule 
that the King and Parliament ſhall ſer in the Church, be- 
cauſe they beleeve that ir is above their power to ſet any : 
This very cry of theirs, Let Chriſt rule,cxpreffeth ſufficiently 
that they will have no rule vpon eatrh. Ir is not chen the 
particu'ar rule of our Church that they ſtick ar; rhey have 
a qu:rrell at all rules : Rule 1« thar they feare , ſer any 1ule 
inthe Church, chey will call it perſecution ; and they doe 
not mince it, they ſay openly, that therefore they diſlike 
ſome things commanded:brcaaſe they are rmpoſed: So ifthe 
King never impole any thing uponthem , they will never 
diſobey him. 

Their great reſpe& ro the Parliament,2ppeareth in their 
Second Admonition to that honourable Courr, expoſtula- 
ting for nor admitting their plat-forme. ſer dowre in a fur- 
mcr admonition. The State (fay they) ſheweth i: ſe!fe nos 

upright, alledge the Parliament what it will , a'l ku.e} men 
ſhall find lack of equity , all good corſtiences ſ) all co. der:1.0 
that Court : It ſhall Le eaſter for Serlom and Gomorrah i: thn 
dey of judgement, then for ſuch « Court, And as for rhe: ++ 
ſpe& ro the King, Foodmarn hath fer ir forth inhis F. ow: + 
Of Obedrence. Evill Prences (ſaith he, wirhour APV r>r- =. 

or ſenſe,) ought ty the law of Ga to be depoſed, and i. wy 
Magiftrates ought chiefly to doe it ; But nhen 41.1, ;:-« 
Ceaſe to doe therr duties the peo Ie are as it were, nithours” 
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Davrerom England, are rco little for ſuch raſh and preſumptuous head 
poſitions, ib. that will 1.0t gre Gol leate torule, Hut will take the Scepter 
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cers,and then God grveth the ſword intOtheir hands, from which 
#o Perſon, King,Queene,or Emperour,being an [dolater, 1s ex- 
empt, he muſt aye the death, If neither the inſeriour Mags- 
ftrates nor the greateſt part of the people will dee therr of fice in 
puniſhing depoſing or kill izg of Princes, then the Miniſter ſhall 
excommunicate him, aud a private man having ſome ſpeciall 
#1ward motion, may kill a Tyrant, 

Af m- was fer the Theory of thoſe traiterous maximes, 
The pr &icall p rt 15 now in ply, and we are puniſht by 
our too much mildnefſe : For if rheſe Do@ors of Treaſen 
and D-<ſtrution had buen hanged 7 their outward man, (tg 
ſpcake in Copy1agersrearmes ) their DoQrine would not 
h.ve ſer the KingJome on fire as it js now.Inthe b-ginning 
of theſe rroublcs a Book for InJ«percy was prinec dyintiry- 
led, Chriſt 0x bes Throne, with this rext in the front in great 
lerters, But thoſe mine enemies nhich would nt that r ſhould 
rergne over them bring hither and ſlay them Leforeme, A wars 
ning for us all what we muſt look for,if that henot recei- 
ved which they call the ozely pure Kingdomeof' Chriſt, and 


their aXions (Ince have expounded their meaning. A/l/ the 
New-gates and Old-gates, '\:v tl ey) yea, all the Tilarnes in 


out of bis haads, Ye, we prav 10 Golto take the Sceptet 
icto his hanus, and rv'e 21] urru'y {n'rits, and never bring 
us under {uci) fur ion Lnr | of miGru'e. 

More might have been (:1] of r''e conformity betweene 
the new and old Ari artifs byr there is row more worke 
1n hand for 4 new HiRary, To rol te thin vs that are vet a 
doing, were ro be 4uibur tmperfs "7 overis. We muſt have 

Tie"cetil' the iniquity of C4444 be ſnifilled; and a0 
thoſe that ſhall out-live this Storme , ſome berrer pen wil 
:14 marter for another Hiſtory of the +Aabaptiſts, which 
will leave amazement to poſteriry,and a warning to all os 
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ding ages, to preſerve truth , godlinefle, and uniformity 

the Church witch a wholeſome ſeverity, and timely to 
Yrevent the ſwinge of a ſeduced multitude animated with 
2n ignorant zeale, which 1s the canker of the Church, and 
he bane of the State. 


Exek. 13. 2. 


2 Sonneof man, Prophecy againft the Prophets of Iſrael 
bis propbecy,and ſay thou nnto them that prophecy out of thety 
wne hearts, Heare ye the word of the Lord. | 

Thus ſaith the Lord Ged, woe unto the ſool iſh Prophets 
hat follow thetr owne ſpirit, an1 have ſeen nothing. | 
4 © 1ſrael,thy Prophets are like the foxes in the leſert, 

G Ye hale not noe AP mnto the gas , neither made "1 the 
bedee, fer the houſe of Iſrael , to ſtand in the Lattel in the 
day of the Lord. 

6 Theybave ſeene vanity and lying divinations , ſaving, 
The Lord faith,and the Lord hath nor ſe.t them,and they have 
made others to hope that they would coufirme the word, 

7 Hweyenot ſeen 4 U4a1n Ut 04, and hate Je --0t ſ-oken 
8 ling divination, whereas ye ſay, The Lord ſaith it, albert, 
1 have not ſpoken, 

$ Therefore, thus ſaith the Lord God, Becauſe ye have 
ſpoken vanity, and ſeen lies, Therefore, behold, 1 am again 
yox, ſaith the Lord God, 
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